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TRUE BLUE
SPOTLIGHT
Alumnus Leads by Example in Removing Trash from Trails
In 2014, Seth Orme graduated from Georgia Southern 
University with a degree in recreation management. Months 
later, he was hiking across this country’s most popular 
scenic trails — but with a mission. Troubled by all the litter 
he noticed on the wild trails, Orme set out to remove the 
trash and inspire others to do the same.
He helped start the environmental initiative called 
“Packing It Out,” saying it was created to inspire a greater 
sense of environmental stewardship in communities by 
raising awareness of litter conditions along America's trails. 
“Since our start in 2014, we have cleaned two of America’s 
most iconic and scenic trails — the Appalachian Trail and 
the Pacific Crest Trail —that’s almost 5,000 miles of scenic 
trail,” he said. “We’ve inspired thousands to become greater 
stewards of the land, and we’ve personally removed over 
1,800 pounds of trash from those two trails alone.”
The outdoor ambassador is a Statesboro native and credits 
his True Blue experiences at Georgia Southern for serving 
as “the building blocks for my career and the catalyst 
needed to advance in my field of study.” The “Packing It Out” 
project follows the principle that people should improve the 
conditions of the wilderness when backpacking, camping, 
climbing or hiking. The initiative has received widespread 
media coverage, including Gear Junkie.com, Outside 
magazine, Lonely Planet and more. A new film about the 
initiative, "Packing it Out: Five Minutes Five Thousand Miles" 
is an official selection to the 2017–18 Banff Mountain Film 
Festival World Tour.
Orme returned to Georgia Southern in February. The 
Center for Sustainability invited him to discuss his 
conservation efforts while thru-hiking the Appalachian 
and the Pacific Crest trails. His next litter-clearing mission 
will start right here in Georgia and will cover the 2,500-mile 
trek from Cumberland Island to the Olympic Peninsula in 
Washington. — sandra bennett
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2017  A facelift for the 48-year-old  W.S. 
Hanner Fieldhouse, which serves as the 
home of Eagle basketball and volleyball 
and hosts hundreds of events every 
year, including games, tournaments, 
commencement ceremonies, high school 
graduations and concerts. Completed in 
1969, the facility is named for the late W.S. 
“Shep” Hanner, the school’s faculty athletic 
chairman from 1935 to 1959. 
1969 W.S. Hanner Fieldhouse  
officially opens. 
1965 Before the fieldhouse was 
built, Hanner Gym hosted a young Mick 
Jagger and the Rolling Stones on May 
2 during their first American tour. The 
Stones played a 10-song, 30-minute set, 
including the cover, “Time is On My Side,” 
their first top 10 hit in the United States.




GEORGIA SOUTHERN ' S 
13 TH PRESIDENT
 
JAIMIE L. HEBERT BECAME 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
UNIVERSITY’S 13TH PRESIDENT 
ON JULY 1, 2016, and began his 
first 100 days with these questions: 
1) What should be my first priority as 
president? 2) Is there anything you would 
like me to know about as I get familiar 
with Georgia Southern University?
After seeking input from everyone 
in the Georgia Southern community 
including donors, alumni, business 
partner and community leaders, he 
shared the results and his resulting vision 
for the University in a town hall meeting.
In Georgia Southern, President Hebert 
said he has found a place where “doing 
the extraordinary seems to be the norm” 
— a place where the best and brightest 
gather and build an extraordinary sense 
of engagement and community among 
the faculty, staff, students and alumni.
“As I looked at the responses to our 
100 Days survey, I was amazed at how 
thoughtful you are,” he said. “Georgia 
Southern is truly about community.” 
This community is rooted in the 
University’s tradition — values expressed 
in its mission, which President Hebert 
calls “non-negotiables.”
“First among them are kindness, civility 
and social responsibility — qualities 
that are embedded in our core values 
and qualities that each and every one 
in the Eagle Nation lives out each day,” 
he said. “And it follows that diversity, 
inclusiveness and fairness are kindness 
and civility in action.”
The three-time graduate of the 
University of Louisiana – Lafayette 
(bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate in 
statistics) and published academic has 
already been named one of the state’s 
most influential people by Georgia Trend 
magazine, and says he will work to grow 
Georgia Southern’s influence, becoming 
even more of an intellectual catalyst in 
the region and in the state.
“As president, I will be working to 
ensure that our students and their 
professors are equipped to excel and to 
continue the proud history of student 
success at Georgia Southern,” he said.
The coming consolidation with 
Armstrong State University (see article 
on page 8) gives President Hebert — he 
has been named president of the new 
Georgia Southern University — an 
opportunity to combine the best of both 
universities and reinforce the student-
centered commitment of each school 
throughout their long histories.
“I am so excited about the  
opportunities here at Georgia Southern, 
and I’m even more excited to be a part of 
them,” he said.
“I tell people around the state that 
at Georgia Southern, personally, I’ve 
found a home. Professionally, I found an 
extraordinary University. I didn’t really 
choose Southern, I chose the opportunity 
of a lifetime.”
"The hospitality I have  
experienced truly reflects the 
culture of this University and the 
core values that we espouse — 
kindness and civility. "  — President Hebert
Twitter–riffic 
President Hebert regularly 
documents his experiences  
on Twitter — follow @Pres_Hebert
C O N S O L I D A T I O N
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On January 11, 2017, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia voted to consolidate Armstrong State University and Georgia Southern 
University, ultimately creating a new Georgia Southern 
University with three campus locations in Savannah, 
Hinesville and Statesboro. The consolidated university will be 
led by Georgia Southern President Jaimie L. Hebert.
The Consolidation Implementation Committee, Functional 
Area co-chairs and Operational Working Groups uniting 
Armstrong and Georgia Southern faculty and staff are 
currently in the process of examining and working through all 
aspects of the consolidation.
The timeline for a consolidation to be completed is usually 
12 to 18 months. The prospectus for the new university will 
be submitted to the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACSCOC) in early fall 
2017. If approved at the SACSCOC meeting in December 2017, 
the prospectus will be submitted for final Board of Regents' 
review. Should the consolidation follow this timeline, the 
effective date will likely be January 2018. The tentative 
timeline for the first entering class of the new Georgia 
Southern University will be in fall of 2018.
Learn more at consolidation.georgiasouthern.edu.
D I D YO U K N OW ?
In November 
2011, the Board 
of Regents of 
the University 
System of Georgia 
(USG) adopted 
six “Principles for 
Consolidation” 
that have 
been used by 
University System 






involving 14 USG 
institutions have 
been approved 
and completed to 






















programs for the 
coastal region. 
A NEW GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
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QWhat are the benefits of the  consolidation between Armstrong  
and Georgia Southern?
A. Creating the new Georgia 
Southern University will combine 
the best of both institutions, which 
are located an hour apart and 
serve many of the same students. 
Georgia Southern is already the 
#1 transfer choice for Armstrong 
students, and both institutions 
are among top destinations for 
students seeking public higher 
education from Bryan, Chatham, 
Effingham and Liberty counties. 
The principal goal is to create 
increased opportunities and 
expanded options for students, 
while increasing efficiency and 
boosting economic development in 
the region.
Q. Which academic programs 
will be offered in Statesboro, 
Savannah and Hinesville?
A. A major responsibility of the 
Consolidation Implementation 
Committee is to determine the 
right mix of programs to best 
serve students and the region. 
However, all academic programs 
currently offered at campuses 
in Savannah, Hinesville and 
Statesboro will remain in place 
through the spring of 2022 at 
the earliest, allowing current 
students the opportunity to 
complete their degrees at the 
campus of their choice.
Q. Will any faculty members at 
Armstrong lose their jobs? And 
what about staff layoffs?
A. Faculty members will be needed 
to provide quality instruction 
in Statesboro, Savannah and 
Hinesville. Certain administrative 
functions will be combined, 
resulting in the need for fewer 
positions over time.
Q. Will students who have been 
accepted to Armstrong have to 
reapply to Georgia Southern?
A. No. Armstrong State and 
Georgia Southern will be a part of 
the new Georgia Southern. The 
acceptance status of students 
who have already applied to either  
institution will not change.
Q. To what extent will 
programs and departments 
be involved in the decision-
making process?
A. Programs and departments 
at both institutions are already 
involved in the decision-making 
process. A number of Operational 
Working Groups (OWG) pair 
Georgia Southern and Armstrong 
counterparts to determine the 
most strategic ways to combine 
strengths. All units will have 
the opportunity to offer input 
throughout the consolidation 
process. OWG recommendations 
are being submitted to the 
Consolidation Implementation 
Committee for review.
Q. What happens to Armstrong 
students who are residents of 
Alabama, Florida and South 
Carolina receiving out-of-state 
tuition waivers?
A. Students from Florida, South 
Carolina and Alabama who 
are currently receiving out-of-
state tuition waivers to attend 
Armstrong will continue to receive 
those waivers.
Q. How will the consolidation 
affect tuition rates and fees? 
Will there be an increase in 
tuition for current Armstrong 
students?
A. The University System of 
Georgia is committed to college 
affordability. In previous 
consolidations, the University 
System has worked closely with 
both institutions to determine the 
appropriate tuition and fees for the 
new institution with an emphasis 
on affordability. In the development 
of the new university, the 
University System will maintain 
college affordability as a guiding 
principle in the development of 
the appropriate tuition and fee 
structure.
Q. Will the consolidation and 
the loss of the name make 
Armstrong State University’s 
degrees meaningless?
A. Absolutely not. Armstrong 
degrees will retain their value 
throughout the consolidation 
process and beyond. As an 
accredited university, Armstrong 
grants degrees to students who 
have met high academic standards.
Q. How much money is 
expected to be saved by this 
consolidation?
A. The exact amount of money 
to be saved by this consolidation 
is unknown at this time, but any 
funds saved will be reallocated to 
support student success within the 
new university.
Q. How will the history of 
Armstrong be preserved for 
future students after the 
consolidation?
A. On March 3, the Consolidation 
Implementation Committee 
supported a recommendation 
to name the Armstrong Campus 
in Savannah and the Liberty 
Campus in Hinesville. Additional 
recommendations will be made by 
Operational Working Groups in the 
coming months.
AB O UT 
AR M STRO N G
Armstrong State 
University, part 
of the University 
System of Georgia, 
was founded 
in 1935. The 
university offers 




in the College of 
Liberal Arts, the 
College of Science 
and Technology, 
the College of 
Education and the 




7,100 students at 
its main campus 
in Savannah and  





from 43 states, the 
District of Columbia 
and 67 countries.   
AR M STRO N G STATE +  G EO RG IA SO UTH E R N
• Creates an institution of more than 27,000 students, making it the 
fourth largest public university in Georgia.
• Develops a more comprehensive university that serves the needs 
of the region with a range of degree programs for high-demand 
careers, such as engineering and health care.
• Offers opportunities for raising graduation rates for students.
• Reinvests savings from administrative efficiencies into programs 
that support student success.
B E S T  &  B R I G H T E S T 
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ABNER COPE (‘74) has a love and a fascination for people. It’s a trait that 
led him to an award-winning career as a portrait painter and teacher — and 
helped him navigate the early years of desegregation in Georgia.
Cope was the first African-American student to graduate with a fine arts 
degree from Georgia Southern, and he was among the early groups of black 
students at the University. In 1970, his freshman class brought the black 
student population to about 75 — out of a total of nearly 5,500 students when 





graduate returns  
to Statesboro
A STUDENT  
OF HUMANITY
“It wasn’t that there were so many 
whites there,” he said. “It was that there 
were so few blacks.”
What he found at Georgia Southern 
was a largely welcome atmosphere, 
especially from the faculty, staff and, for 
the most part, the students. While there 
was never any overt racism from the 
students on campus or in his dorm, he 
often found racial epithets scrawled on 
the bathroom walls.
“Some of it was pretty vicious,” he 
said. “But as for racist attitudes and 
comments, I never experienced that in 
the dormitories. Those guys were very 
receptive in the dorms. We were friends.”
Despite his friendships, Cope intended 
to transfer to Morris Brown, a historically 
black college in Atlanta. But it was 
a special friendship — more than a 
friendship — that kept him at Georgia 
Southern. During a small get-together on 
campus, Cope met Sandra Riley ('75), a 
business education major. The two were 
married their junior year.
“After meeting my wife there, that 
was the end of my notions about 
transferring,” he said. “She wasn’t going 
anywhere and neither was I.”
Cope studied painting under Roxie 
Remley and printmaking under Bernard 
Solomon, both of whom had a significant 
influence on his education and career, and 
were among the many professors who 
encouraged him to continue his education 
in a master’s program, which ultimately 
led him into teaching.
“When you’re impressed by a teacher, 
you want to do what they do,” he said. 
“That was a big influence on me.”
After leaving Georgia Southern with 
a B.F.A. in 1974, Cope earned his Master 
of Fine Arts from Eastern Michigan 
University in 1980 and went on to teach 
at Central State University, a historically 
black university in Wilberforce, Ohio. 
In 2010, he moved back to Georgia. 
Cope and his work have been featured 
in several publications, including 
International Artist, which features 
accomplished artists from around the 
world. His award-winning artwork 
is featured in private and corporate 
collections throughout the Midwest, and 
a mural he painted hangs in the Hallie Q. 
Brown Library at Central State.
In January of this year, he returned to 
Statesboro for the first local showing of 
his work since his graduation. He was 
able to reconnect with old friends, meet 
new admirers of his work and give his 
former professors the chance to see the 
fruition of his lifelong study of people.
“I was amazed at seeing the work that 
he does right now,” said Remley, now 97. 
“He’s done beautifully. I was impressed 
all the way.”
For Cope, it was a pleasant reminder 
of the impact of his alma mater, and 
the inspiration it provided to a very 
impressionable young man.
“I felt inspired to stay with art, and was 
convinced that it was for me,” he said. 
“So I credit Georgia Southern for that 
inspiration.” — doy cave
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LORI AMY said she started working 
in Albania in 2009 because it is closer to 
Pakistan than Savannah, Georgia.
A professor in the Writing and 
Linguistics Department at Georgia 
Southern, Amy earned a Fulbright 
Scholar Award to research violence as a 
public health issue, but with Pakistan in 
civil war at the time, Albania was a much 
safer destination for her work. 
When she arrived, she found a 
beautiful, rich country with picturesque 
coastlines, a deep cultural history 
spanning thousands of years, and a vast 
amount of mineral resources. In spite of 
this wealth, however, she also found a 
population that was mostly poor — one 
of the poorest in Europe — and largely 
traumatized from its violent history.
And it was this history, and the stories 
behind it, that gripped her interest.
“I’m a trauma theorist,” she said.  
“I look at how our identities are things 
that we create, not based on our love and 
our plentitude and our connection, but on 
our fear. We hold ourselves up by holding 
ourselves against those who are not us. 
That’s how us-versus-them divisions  
are made.”
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In Albania, Amy found a young 
population, half of which is less than 
30 years old. They don’t remember the 
communist regime that ruled Albania 
for nearly 50 years and imprisoned or 
executed political opponents (even 
children as young as 11) for speaking out 
against the government. Their parents 
lived through it, however, and one in 
five of them were subject to “extreme 
coercion,” such as being arrested, 
interrogated, threatened and forced to 
become an informer at the hands of their 
government.
Amy interviewed many of these 
families, and found that, as a rule, the 
parents don’t like to remember these 
memories. They don’t talk about them, 
but they live with the resulting emotions 
those memories create, and they pass 
these down to their children and their 
grandchildren.
Amy found these young people feel 
suspicious, mistrustful or scared, but 
without “a narrative to understand why 
they think what they think or feel what 
they feel.” She recognized in these young 
people something similar to what she had 
written about in her first book, The Wars 
We Inherit: Military Life, Gender Violence, 
and Memory, in which she explores the 
relationship between the ideological work 
of military institutions and the violence in 
the military family in which she grew up. 
In her upcoming second book, Restoring 
the Social Fabric: Albania, the Cold War, 
and Building Our Futures, she maps the 
experiences of political violence across 
three generations in Albania.
In her research, Amy sees a narrative 
framework for the 20th Century, a 
century of unprecedented violence, that 
forces us to consider its impact on society.
“It’s pretty easy for Americans, when 
I’m writing about Albania, to understand 
paranoia and the distortion of the social 
fabric,” she said. “It’s much more difficult 
for Americans to see that in our own 
social fabric.
“So, the analysis that I’m doing about 
Albania…, is an analysis that holds up a 
mirror and says when we look through 
the mirror of Albania, how do we 
understand that half-century of a world 
divided by the Cold War? And how does 
that show us where we are going now?”
In order to confront this lack of narrative 
coherence, Amy has conducted extensive 
field research in Albania over the last 
eight years, funded by grants from several 
international organizations, including the 
National Council for Eurasian and East 
European Research, the American Council 
for Learned Societies, the International 
Research and Exchange Board, and many 
more, in order to create cultural spaces for 
study, discussion and more importantly, 
memory.
In this work, she has consulted with 
organizations in the process of drafting 
and passing a law to release the secret 
police files of the communist regime so 
that the country can finally confront 
its history. She has worked with civil 
society groups trying to convert Spaç, the 
most notorious prison of the communist 
regime, into a site of conscience and 
memory. And, most recently, she co-
founded OTTOnomy, a non-governmental 
organization funded by the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund to create a center for arts, 
culture and education in Albania. The 
center employs a "mini-university" model 
to bring together past and present, east 
and west, intellectual and cultural life.
“I’m a professor because where else can 
we come together and really think, read 
and push each other to think deeper and 
harder and solve the problems that we’re 
facing,” said Amy.
To establish this center, OTTOnomy 
located a historical Ottoman-era Balkan 
villa, one of only two restorable histori-
cal monuments left in the city center of 
Tirana, Albania. With the help of the Rock-
efeller Brothers Fund and other donors, 
Amy hopes to create a place for the best 
and brightest in from Georgia Southern 
and from Albania to come together and do 
“real intellectual work along the lines of 
our best universities.” The center will  
feature 24-hour internet and database 
access, an exhibition space, residences 
for visiting professors, and a slow-food-
model, self-sustaining restaurant with an 
outdoor café, which will help support the 
activities of the center.
In addition, the center will serve 
as a place where Georgia Southern 
students and professors can visit, study 
and research, and learn to envision an 
identity beyond “us and them.” Amy has 
already hosted several Georgia Southern 
students in Albania for internships and 
research, and an Albanian delegation 
visited Georgia Southern in 2013.
“We bring people together,” said Amy. 
“We use education to counter fear. We 
use culture to build bridges. We use art 
to make our beauty. Through art, culture 
and education, we do the real work of 
peace, which is not something we can 
ever do with weapons.” — doy cave
Georgia Southern professor confronts personal 
and political horrors through narrative
 MEMORY
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STILL GOING 
STRONG
Eagle weightlifter at the top of his game at 84
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HE’S 84 YEARS OLD and small in 
stature, but in the weightlifting world, 
Howard Cohen (‘61) is a giant. His lifelong 
enthusiasm with weights started when 
he was a 16-year-old boxer.
“At that time, weightlifting was 
considered bad for you,” he says. “The 
coaches and everyone else said not to do it. 
Of course, that mindset has changed, and 
now athletes in most sports use weights. 
As I grew stronger using the weights, I 
entered a weightlifting contest and won.”
Since then, the Georgia Southern 
alumnus has won multiple trophies, 
medals, awards and accolades. “There 
is no way that I can give you an exact 
answer to how many, but I have been 
lifting since 1949, and I have over 100 
trophies in my attic,” says Cohen. “I have 
about the same number of medals, which 
I keep on a rack in my game room. I have 
won the world title 12 times, the Pan 
American title 18 times and the USA 
Nationals 28 times. Of course, these are 
the big contests. I also have lifted in local 
and regional meets many times.”
A Weightlifting Powerhouse
The world-class champion celebrated 
his most recent win in the National 
Masters Championships. He claimed the 
gold medal in his weight class and set six 
national records.
 Weightlifting features competition 
in two events, the snatch and the 
clean and jerk. “A lifter’s body starts 
to lose something as you get older, so 
we now have a masters level program 
for weightlifters 35 and older,” Cohen 
explains. “We compete in weight 
divisions and both lifts added together 
gives you a total. The lifter with the 
highest total wins.”
“Mr. Georgia”
Cohen also has enjoyed the title of 
“Mr. Georgia,” which he calls a male 
beauty contest. He had beefed up his 
body from lifting weights and doing all 
the exercises for the Amateur Athletic 
Union sponsored competitions. “The 
Georgia weightlifting championships 
were followed by the physique contest,” 
he says. “In 1953, I went to Israel to 
compete in the world Maccabiah Games 
representing the United States. When 
I came back, I had a USA uniform and 
wore that uniform at the Georgia 
championships. I entered the physique 
contest and won the title, and 1954, I did 
it again. I won the Georgia weightlifting 
title and Mr. Georgia. I entered a lot of 
physique contests after that.”
Howard’s Gym in Savannah
Cohen grew up in Savannah, was a 
boxer at Benedictine Military School 
and served in the  U.S. Air Force during 
the Korean War. While stationed and 
training athletes at bases in California 
and the Azores, he noticed the growing 
popularity of weightlifting. “I put two and 
two together and decided to open a gym 
when I got out. I didn’t have any bucks so 
I made arrangements to rent space in the 
old Savannah Morning News building on 
the corner of Whitaker and Bay Street. 
Financially it was not a big success.”
 Now married and raising three 
children, Cohen went back to school — 
graduating from Armstrong Junior College 
and completing work for a bachelor’s 
in mathematics at Georgia Southern. 
In December, he and his wife, Carol, 
celebrated 60 years of wedded bliss.
 “I had a favorable experience at Georgia 
Southern except for the travel, which was 
pretty tough,” he remembers. “I had a long 
ride home. There was no I-16 at that time, 
and I had to take back roads going and 
coming. I traveled U.S. 80 and 46, and I did 
that five days a week.”
 To maintain a sustainable lifestyle 
while operating the gym, the 
weightlifter taught math for 30 years in 
the Savannah-Chatham County Public 
School System. He relocated Howard’s 
Gym to Dixie Avenue in 1959, and closed 
the well-known local institution four 
years ago. “It wasn’t because I wanted 
to do it, but the physical location was 
attractive to developers and they made 
me an offer I couldn’t refuse,” he says. 
“When I closed the gym, the local paper 
ran a front page story about it.”
Over the years, Cohen trained athletes 
from around the country including his 
own son, Michael, who was a member 
of the 1980 U.S. Olympic weightlifting 
team and coached at the 2000 and 2004 
Olympics. Cohen’s daughter was also a 
competitive weightlifter. “At first there 
were no women lifters and now there are 
almost as many women as men in our 
sport,” he notes.
To stay in top condition, he trains 
for at least an hour three times a week 
at the Anderson/Cohen Weightlifting 
Center in Savannah. It’s named after him 
and Paul Anderson, Georgia’s Olympic 
weightlifting champion. It’s also where he 
trains a grandson. At age 84, is Cohen as 
fit as he looks?
 “I tell you what I’m a lot less than I 
used to be,” he says with a smile. “I do 
quite a bit of traveling and when I go 
to the airport to travel, you have to go 
through those lines and take off your 
shoes at security, but if you’re 75 and 
older you don’t have to do that. So, when 
I go through the line and they ask me 
‘how old are you?’ I quickly tell then I’m 
over 75.”
 At this point in his life Cohen has no 
intention of slowing down. The thrill of 
victory keeps him going. “I have no plans 
to give up competition, but if I see that I 
need to stop, I will. Weightlifting is a great 
sport and it is great exercise. Anything 
that makes you look better and feel 
better, has to be good.” — sandra bennett
“I have been inducted into the USA Weightlifting Hall of Fame, 
USA Masters Hall of Fame, Pan American Masters Hall of Fame 
and World Masters Hall of Fame.” — Howard Cohen
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Alumnus ascends to Georgia’s highest court
A SEAT ON THE BENCH
In 2004, an up-and-coming member of the Georgia House won 
the nonpartisan race for a superior court judgeship in Waycross, 
Georgia. A dozen years later, the Honorable Michael Boggs (’85) 
is one of the newest justices on the Georgia Supreme Court. 
Sworn into office just months ago, he says his seat on the state’s 
highest court is another opportunity for him to “continue my 
commitment to public service to the citizens of Georgia.”
At his core, the Waycross, Georgia, native is a dedicated public 
servant in the real sense of the word. “Growing up,” he says, “the 
lawyers in my community were public servants. Many of them 
held elected office or were otherwise active in helping others in 
the community. This type of public service appealed to me.”
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The Early Years
The justice’s interest in the law began 
at an early age. The son of a federal 
law enforcement agent, he reasoned 
an education in law would provide a 
gateway into a career in public service. 
Boggs arrived in Statesboro during a 
critical period in his life. An injury had 
ended his football career during his first 
year at Georgia Tech. He transferred to 
Georgia Southern to be closer to family 
and friends and because the political 
science program “would provide a great 
foundation for law school.” It also didn’t 
hurt that his older brother, Gary Boggs 
(’77) was an alumnus.
One of the toughest experiences in 
his life occurred the summer before 
his senior year. His father, the man he 
admired and sought to emulate, died 
of cancer at age 47. “Watching him 
taught me a lot about life,” Boggs says. 
“He taught me to have respect and 
compassion for others, particularly 
those less fortunate, the importance of 
helping others through public service, 
and he taught me the value of hard work 
and sacrifice. Above all, he instilled in me 
the importance of faith. In spite of his 
untimely passing, those lessons helped 
shape the person I am today.”
Justice Boggs initially planned to 
get his law degree and join the FBI. 
But after graduating, he accepted the 
opportunity to work as a legislative 
aide for a Georgia congressman in 
Washington. “This changed everything,” 
he explains. “I enjoyed Washington, and 
this opportunity more than anything 
else in my life, stimulated my interest in 
politics and public service and shaped 
my professional career. After two years 
in D.C., I returned to Georgia to attend 
law school at Mercer University.”
His years in Statesboro shaped him 
personally as well as academically. 
“Georgia Southern graduates are 
everywhere and are always willing 
to help one another,” he says. He 
remembers it was an exciting time to 
be a student at Georgia Southern. “The 
energy surrounding Erk Russell, football 
and a new stadium was palpable,” he 
notes. “It was clear that the college was 
on the cusp of enormous growth.”
From Politics to the Bench
Boggs spent 14 successful years 
maintaining a general trial practice, 
specializing in personal injury matters 
and family law. But politics beckoned. 
In 2000, he ran for a Ware County 
seat in the Georgia Legislature and 
won. During a successful four-year 
stint, he was named by Georgia Trend 
Magazine as one of 40-under-40 rising 
stars in Georgia, and named the most 
outstanding freshman legislator.  
“I enjoyed the Legislature, despite the 
fact that it was challenging to serve with 
my home and a solo law practice 240 
miles away,” he says.
Among many legislative 
accomplishments, Boggs authored 
the Child Protection Act, a bill aimed 
at protecting children from sexual 
predators, and was successful in 
persuading the legislature to build a 
public health laboratory in Waycross. 
“I made some incredible friendships 
through my Legislative service and 
enjoyed the public policy process,” he 
says. “Nonetheless, I couldn’t pass on the 
chance to run for a seat on the Superior 
SERVING GEORGIA 
Justice Boggs was sworn into office 
on the Georgia Supreme Court  
on Dec. 7, 2016.
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GETTING A JUMP ON LAW SCHOOL
Pre-law at Georgia Southern
The Office of Pre-Law Advising is raising the bar 
for students planning to enter law school. Georgia 
Southern does not have a pre-law major; however, 
the office, created in 2003, helps students get into 
law school.
The Law School Admission Council (LSAT) Action 
Report reveals for the 2014-15 academic year, 80 
percent of Georgia Southern students who applied 
for law school were accepted by one or more schools. 
That’s more than double the 30.9 percent in the 
year prior to the office’s founding. Eagle graduates 
are admitted to prestigious law schools across the 
country. They include the University of Georgia, 
Harvard, Duke, Emory University and the University 
of California-Berkeley.
“The law school admissions process is almost as 
stressful as law school actually is,” said Brian Griffin 
(’15), who is now in his first year at the University of 
Georgia Law School. “The Office of Pre-Law Advising 
is here to offer its support and answer any questions 
that an aspiring law student may have. The office 
does a great job of pulling back the curtain.”
Office of Pre-Law Advising Director Rebecca Davis, 
J.D., said that the most frequently asked question 
is "What major should I choose?" She is one of three 
faculty advisors in the Office of Pre-Law Advising. 
“A bachelor’s degree without any qualification as to 
courses or major is all that is required, so students 
should opt for a major they enjoy and in which they 
will excel. They also want to be sure to develop 
their skills in reading, researching, writing, oral 
communication, and critical analysis.”
Undergraduates with a high GPA and a strong LSAT 
score also gain a competitive edge for admission 
and for merit-based scholarships. The pre-law office 
provides other advantages. “For instance, LSAT 
prep and writing a personal statement are the two 
biggest challenges that face our pre-law students,” 
Davis explained. “The Office of Pre-Law Advising 
administers two free practice LSATs per semester, 
and we spend a lot of time providing feedback on 
students’ personal essays so they can be effective 
advocates for themselves.”
“The Office of Pre-Law Advising helped me 
review and revise my personal statement,” said 
Griffin, a political science major. “Due to her years of 
experience, Professor Davis knows exactly what to 
look for in a winning personal statement, which is a 
vitally important part of the law school admissions 
process. However, I should note that she is often 
willing to help students better their own personal 
statements, but not write it for them.”
Griffin also says he took advantage of one of the 
free LSAT administrations. “The LSAT is one of the 
most important parts of the law school admissions 
process, and the score that one makes is often the 
greatest determinant of which schools will extend 
an offer of admission,” he said. “In my opinion, taking 
real practice exams under timed conditions that 
mirror those of an actual LSAT administration is one 
of the smartest things that a student trying to gain 
admission into a top-tier law school can do. Having 
been under that level of stress before the actual test 
really helped me calm my nerves when the actual 
examination came around.”
The Office of Pre-Law Advising is supported by 
the endowed Judge Faye Sanders Martin Pre-Law 
Fund. The two other faculty advisors in the office 
are Kathleen Comerford, Ph.D., in the history 
department and Maureen Stobb, Ph.D., in the political 
science department.
G R I F F I N
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Court bench and the opportunity to 
turn to nonpartisan public service in the 
judicial branch.”
In 2004, Boggs was elected Superior 
Court Judge in the Waycross Judicial 
Circuit where he served for seven years. 
Many of the felony criminal cases in his 
court involved non-violent property and 
drug offenses driven by the offenders’ 
substance abuse issues. “I was tough 
on crime, but was frustrated with the 
cyclical pattern of sending these low-risk 
drug offenders to jail or putting them 
on probation, only to see them repeat 
the same behavior almost immediately. 
Despite its high cost, our corrections 
system was doing little to ‘correct’ offender 
behavior and improve public safety with 
these offenders,” says Boggs.
To combat this dilemma, he established 
the circuit’s first drug court. Less 
expensive than incarceration, these 
programs help people get beyond their 
addictions and become productive citizens. 
Strenuous and significantly more onerous 
than regular probation, the programs 
include addiction counseling, curfews and 
weekly drug screenings for offenders. 
Participants are also required to obtain 
employment and get their GED. Boggs says 
the program costs about $4,300 a year 
per participant, considerably less than 
the $18,000 a year for a bed in Georgia’s 
prison system. “Thirty percent of all 
inmates released from prison in Georgia 
will reoffend within three years compared 
to between seven and ten percent of drug 
court graduates. The program produces 
a better public safety result for less 
taxpayer money and morally, it’s the right 
thing to do,” he adds.
Tapped for State Court of Appeals
The alumnus enjoyed the challenges of 
being a superior court judge. But in 2012, 
Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal appointed him 
to a vacancy on the Court of Appeals of 
Georgia. “I’ve found that the best way to 
describe the role of an appellate judge is 
to emphasize that appellate courts do not 
provide a ‘do-over’ for the losing side,” he 
explains. “Appellate judges do not ‘re-hear’ 
the evidence or allow for the introduction 
of new evidence to give the losing side a 
chance with a new set of judges. Instead, 
the court essentially focuses on whether 
the trial court committed an error of law 
that affected the outcome of the case.”
As one of the busiest intermediate 
appellate courts in the country, Boggs says 
his most pressing challenge on the court 
involved an ever-increasing caseload. Each 
year, Court of Appeals judges are assigned 
approximately 120 cases for disposition 
and must also review, and vote on roughly 
240 cases from the other judges on their 
three-court panel.  “Knowing every case in 
important to someone, it is imperative that 
our appellate courts take a very serious 
and thoughtful approach to each case 
and remain mindful of the impact of our 
decisions.”
Then a new opportunity was presented 
to Justice Boggs. Six years ago, Georgia had 
one of the highest incarceration rates in 
the country. Spending on corrections cost 
the state more than a billion dollars a year, 
and the inmate population was projected 
to increase by eight percent over five years 
at a cost of $264 million. To tackle the 
growing issue, Gov. Deal and the Georgia 
General Assembly created the Georgia 
Council on Criminal Justice Reform. By 
appointment of the governor, Boggs has 
co-chaired the council since 2012. The goal 
was for the state to devise a smarter and 
more fiscally responsible way to deal with 
low-risk/non-violent people who break 
the law, while ensuring that the state kept 
its most serious violent offenders in prison.
“Georgia has become a national leader 
in enacting thoughtful and responsible 
criminal justice reform policies that hold 
offenders accountable, improve public 
safety and save taxpayer dollars,” the 
justice says. The state earned its new 
reputation by rewriting the juvenile 
code, carefully drafting changes to adult 
criminal statutes, and by expanding 
and creating new accountability court 
programs (DUI, mental health, veterans, 
domestic violence, etc.) to divert 
nonviolent offenders from prison. “As a 
judge who regularly witnessed the impact 
substance abuse issues have in our state's 
judicial system, this criminal justice policy 
work has been extremely rewarding,” 
Boggs says.
Boggs maintains chambers in the 
State Judicial Building in Atlanta while 
maintaining his permanent residence 
in Blackshear, Georgia, where he and 
his wife, Heather, an elementary school 
teacher and fellow Georgia Southern 
graduate (‘91), reside. In his chambers at 
the state Supreme Court, he keeps the 
badge his father wore as an agent for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
and a John MacArthur Daily Devotional. 
“These items are simple reminders of 
lessons learned and the importance of 
faith,” Boggs says. “I’m grateful for the 
opportunities God has provided for me, 
and I am amazed at the journey I’ve taken 
since leaving Georgia Southern. I have 
been truly blessed.” — sandra bennett 
“Georgia Southern graduates are everywhere 
and are always willing to help one another.” 
— Michael Boggs
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David Berger, 2009
B.S., Information Technology
Lake St. Louis, Missouri
Berger is a United States 
Navy Petty Officer Third 
Class who holds a top-secret 
clearance and has served 
two submarine deployments 
aboard the Los Angeles class 
nuclear submarines USS 
Toledo and USS Hartford. 
During deployments he was 
responsible for tracking 
and identifying contacts on 
multiple sonar sensors.
Timothy J. Blom, 1999, 2001
B.S.Ed., Secondary Education
M.S. Ed., Secondary 
Education, Mathematics
Indianapolis, Indiana
Blom serves as a curriculum 
coordinator with the 
Metropolitan School District, 
Washington Township, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. He 
organizes and oversees 
district program evaluations, 
facilitates the textbook 
adoption process, serves on 
the district quality assurance 
review team and is a member 
of the teaching and learning 
division. He also serves as 
the Indiana state leader 





Booker is the site coordinator 
with the Mercer University 
Educational Opportunity 
Center where she works 
with low-income adults and 
first-generation students 
to achieve post-secondary 
success through financial 
literacy and college 
admissions completion. 
Booker is also co-owner of 
B&B Designs and Events, 
which orchestrates weddings, 
parties and corporate events. 
She also holds an M.S. in 
Pharmacy from the University 
of Georgia and a Ph.D. in 
Higher Education Leadership 
from Mercer University.
Alan R. Bray, 2000
BBA, Finance
Washington, D.C.
Bray serves as the director 
of advance at the U.S. 
Department of Justice where 
he oversees all logistical travel 
for the U.S. Attorney General. 
He organizes all of the 
Attorney General’s national 
and international events 
including official speeches, 
appearances, tours, press 
events and photo lines. He also 







Casteneda is the chief 
executive officer of Newport 
Medical Center, a 74-
bed community hospital 
that includes a staff of 





and emergency medicine. 
He previously served as 
COO of Harton Regional 
Medical Center in Tullahoma, 
Tennessee, and interim CEO 
of Williamson Memorial 
Hospital of Williamson, 
West Virginia. He is active in 
Rotary, Kiwanis and the Cocke 





Chance is the president 
and owner of CFG Wealth 
Management, serving as a 
certified financial planner, 
Of Georgia Southern’s 83,000 living alumni, more than 33,000 are under 40 years of age.The Alumni Association recently honored its 
biennial class of 40 Under 40, representing the excellence 
of the University’s young alumni and demonstrating 
the positive contributions and achievements for which 
University graduates are known.
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specializing in retirement 
income planning. He has 
grown his practice from a 
single location to include 
offices in Statesboro, 
Savannah and Bluffton, South 
Carolina. In 2015, he published 
Navigating the Storm, a book 
on successfully preparing for 
retirement. He is also active 
in his community, currently 
in his third term as a city 
councilman and is the current 
Mayor Pro Tem. He and his 
wife, Shannon, and their 
children reside in Statesboro. 
Seth M. Coker, 2008
B.S., Political Science
Sandy Springs, Georgia
Coker is the director of 
government and external 
relations with the Georgia 
Department of Community 
Affairs. He coordinates the 
state and federal affairs 
programs, drafts legislation 
for the agency, and tracks 
pending and potential 
legislation impacting the 
agency. Coker is an Eagle 
Scout and a member of the 
Georgia Economic Developers 
Association, Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce, Atlanta 
Alumni Chapter of Sigma 
Chi, Peachtree Road United 
Methodist Church and the 





Dawda is the founder and 
financial coach of From 
Paychecks to Power, 
which promotes financial 
empowerment. He authored 
the book, From Paycheck 
to Power: 7 Power Moves 
to Unlock Wealth Building, 
has appeared on NBC and 
has spoken at worship 
services with his “Financially 
Empowering 50 places of 
Worship in 50 Days” initiative. 
He is active in Alpha Phi 
Alpha, Phenomenal Women’s 
Health and Camp Horizon. 
He also teaches high school 
students to be financially 
empowered with “From 
Pay Checks 2 Power Teen 
Academy.”
Marcqwon T.M. Day, M.D., 2011
B.S., Biology
Galveston, Texas
Dr. Day is a resident physician 
within the Family Medicine 
Department at the University 
of Texas Medical Branch. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from Georgia Southern 
with the honors of magna cum 
laude. Upon graduation from 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
(MSM), he earned his medical 
degree and was recognized 
as the recipient of the MSM 
Primary Care Award in 2016. 
Day’s academic and clinical 
interests include health care 
delivery systems, public 
health and health care policy, 
global health and addiction 
medicine.
Brendon G. DelToro, 2009
B.S., Justice Studies
Washington, D.C.
DelToro is the deputy political 
director at the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee where he works 
with members of Congress and 
candidates on their campaigns 
to help maintain a Republican 
majority in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
Jaclyn K. Donovan, 2000
B.S., Sports Medicine
Moultrie, Georgia
Donovan is a state-licensed 
and NATABOC-certified athletic 
training services coordinator 
with Vereen Rehabilitation 
Center where she implements 
and directs athletic training 
services as part of a 
comprehensive sports medicine 
program servicing multiple 
high schools and community 
sport programs. She is active 
with the Moultrie Rotary Club, 
serving as Assistant District 
Governor, Youth Leadership 
Awards Chair and Youth 
Leadership Awards Counselor.





Freakley is the mental 
performance coach for 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 
He previously served as 
TormentaFC general manager 
and head coach, head coach 
of the Erskine College men’s 
soccer program, head soccer 
coach at Virginia Military 
Institute and assistant men’s 
coach at Georgia Southern. 
He has also served as 
performance psychology 
consultant for Special 
Operations forces for the 1/75 
Ranger Battalion and is the 
founder of Ready.Set.Resilient 
performance consulting.
 Kevin Gaines, 2000
B.S., Mathematics Education
Hartwell, Georgia
Gaines is the principal of 
Hart County High School. 
His school’s graduation 
rate was 92 percent for the 
Class of 2016. He serves 
on the board of directors of 
the Georgia Association of 
Secondary School Principals 
and has received honors as 
Hart County Chamber of 
Commerce Young Professional 
of the Year, Georgia TSA 
Administrator of the Year, 
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Anderson Independent’s 
20 under 40 and the BCHS 
Teacher of the Year.
Zakira I. Golden, 2012
B.S., Public Health
Berkeley Lake, Georgia
Golden is an autism behavior 
therapist and program 
coordinator with All Kids First 
LLC. She provides applied 
behavior analysis therapy 
to children and teens on the 
autism spectrum. She also 
works for the Spectrum Adult 
Asperger’s Support group, 
providing opportunities to 




Hammond is a managing 
partner with Ikon Filmworks 
LLC. He has more than 10 
years of experience in the 
government sector with a 
focus on public relations, 
broadcasting, leading teams 
and community involvement. 
He is a member of the New 
Leaders Council, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., 
Urban League of Greater 
Atlanta Young Professionals, 
Atlanta MicroFund, served 
as Riverwood High School 
Jr Raiders Football Team 
Coach, was a 2015 Project 
Understanding Fellow and a 
member of the inaugural class 
of Emerging Leaders of DeKalb.
Michael J. Hardy, 2004
B.S., Political Science
College Station, Texas
Hardy is the director of 
strategic engagement for the 
Association of Former Students 
at Texas A&M University 
where he is responsible 
for legislative affairs and 
advocacy, engaging with 
legislative affairs teams at 
the Texas A&M Office of the 
President and Chancellor’s 
Office of the Texas A&M 
University System. He formerly 
served as deputy chief of staff 
for the Office of Lt. Governor 
Bill Bolling of Virginia.




Howell is a U.S. Army major 
and assistant product manager 
for U.S. Army Acquisition 
Corps. She is a graduate of 
the Command and Generals 
Staff College Intermediate 
Level Education and served 
on a military transition 
team in Iraq as personnel 
advisor for an Iraqi Logistics 
Battalion. Howell’s awards and 
decorations include the Army 
Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Army Commendation Medal, 
the Army Achievement Medal, 
the Iraq Campaign Medal and 
the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal. She also holds 





Hoynes is a senior .NET 
infrastructure analyst with 
Assurant, Inc. He has more 
than 15 years of experience in 
a wide variety of technologies 
and in the implementation 
of government and large-
scale deployments. He was 
previously a programmer/
analyst for the Cobb County, 
Georgia, sheriff’s office, 
providing tech support for 
more than 600 employees.
Schuyler F. Hoynes, 2004
MBA
Marietta, Georgia
Hoynes is the associate judge 
of the Probate Court of Cobb 
County. She presides over 
matters involving contested 
and uncontested dockets 
involving the probate of 
wills and administration of 
estates, guardianship and 
conservatorship proceedings 
for minors and incapacitated 
adults, and hearings to 
determine the need for 
involuntary psychiatric 
treatment, as well as the 
issuance of weapons carry 
licenses and marriage licenses, 
and other matters falling 
under the jurisdiction of the 
probate court. Hoynes also 
holds a B.A. in Interdisciplinary 
Studies from the University 
of Alabama and a J.D. from 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law 
School.
Dr. Shauna Joye, 2003
B.S., Biology
Statesboro, Georgia
Joye is an assistant professor 
of Psychology at Georgia 
Southern and is a licensed 
clinical psychologist in 
Georgia and California. Her 
accomplishments include 
conducting ongoing research 
on the use of wilderness 
therapy with combat veterans, 
opening a private practice 
that specializes in serving 
children with autism spectrum 
disorder, and co-authoring 
an introductory textbook 
on integrated statistics and 
research methods. She earned 
her M.S. and Ph.D. in Clinical 





D.P.H., Community Health 
Statesboro, Georgia
Lawrence is an assistant 
professor of Community 
Health Behavior and 
Education at Georgia Southern. 
She has received the Award 
for Excellence in Teaching and 
Mentoring for the Jiann-Ping 
Hsu College of Public Health, 
is a Delta Omega Honorary 
Public Health Society 
Inductee and earned the New 
Investigator Award from 
the American Public Health 





Lee is a senior project manager 
for Young Contracting/SE, 
Inc. He is active in Associated 
General Contractors of Georgia, 
Inc., where he has been a 
member of the chapter’s Young 
Leadership Program since 
2010 and previously served 
on the board of directors. 
Lee is currently a member 
of the University’s Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 






Lord is the chief financial 
officer for Mauldin & Jenkins 
LLC. She is a University Alumni 
Board Member, member 
of the Alumni Association 
Atlanta Advisory Council, 
AICPA, GSCPA, CPA Firm 
Management Association and 
Cobb County Chamber. Lord 
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is a Leadership Cobb 2015 
graduate, a member of Johnson 
Ferry Baptist Church and 
volunteers with The Big Thank 
You, Georgia Southern Alumni 
Eagle Outreach, Wellness 
Initiative at M&J (Wellstar), the 
Salvation Army Angel Tree, 
the American Cancer Society 
Study and the Red Cross.
Kalib G. Mata, 2005
B.S., Information Technology
Washington, D.C.
Mata is a senior program 
manager for the Defense 
Intelligence Agency and 
was the founder of the 
U.S. Africa Command J2 
Intelligence Directorate, 
Information Management 
Branch. His duties cover 
a myriad of complex 
technical and administrative 
issues dealing with the 
knowledge management 
and dissemination of 
intelligence products while 
directly supervising more 
than 20 civilian, contractor 
and military personnel. For 
implementing new initiatives, 
he was awarded the 2013 
Defense Intelligence Agency’s 
Meritorious Civilian Service 
Medal and led several 
important advancements 
to improve security and 
stability in the Africa Area of 
Operations. 
Josh McCain, 2009
B.S., Health and Physical 
Education
Bozeman, Montana
McCain is the founder and 
president of Big Sky Bravery, 
a non-profit organization that 
provides the U.S. Military’s 
Active Duty Special Operations 




Big Sky Bravery tailors its 
programs to these elite 
forces by focusing on the 
psychological and emotional 
well-being of each soldier, and 
by building trust, brotherhood 
and friendships that last a 
lifetime. McCain quit his job 
as the director of business 
development for the Avondale 






McGowan serves as the chief 
technology officer and board 
member at Safe Systems, 
Inc. He uses his extensive 
IT engineering background 
and communication skills 
to develop product strategy 
around IT and security. He 
guides financial institutions 
through technology 
investment strategies in a 
highly regulated environment. 
McGowan previously served 
as VP of technical services, 
director of consulting services 
and senior technology 
consultant. He is a member 
of the Allen E. Paulson 
College of Engineering and 
Information Technology 
Advisory Committee, and 
1NService, a global consortium 





McKie is a business 
development manager for 
Georgia Business Net, and the 
founder and executive director 
of the McKie Foundation. He is 
a certified Christian life coach 
and ordained minister who 
has more than seven years 
of marketing, management 
and human resource 
experience. He has authored a 
motivational book, Adversity 
Creates Purpose, and his work 
has been featured on ESPN, 
Good Day Atlanta, Charisma 
Magazine, The Huffington 





McNeal is the chief investigator 
for the Georgia Department of 
Community Health Board of 
Dentistry where he supervises 
the enforcement and 
investigative unit, overseeing 
all investigative operations 
and coordinates investigations 
with other governmental 
entities. He is an alumnus 
of Sigma Chi Fraternity and 
member of the Statesboro 
Rotary Club. He also holds an 
M.S. in Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management from 
Kaplan University.
America Minc, 2000 




Minc is the director of 
recreation facilities and fitness 
for Georgia Southern’s Office 
of Campus Recreation and 
Intramurals. In addition to 
fitness programming, she 
oversees facilities for the 
Recreation Activity Center, 
the M.C. Anderson Park, the 
University Park Golf Course 
and the Shooting Sports 
Education Center. She serves 
on the University Appeals 
Committee, the SOAR Advisory 
Board, the Title IX Panel and 
the University Staff Council. In 
2013, Minc served as the staff 
chair for A Day For Southern.
Elisha Parkhill, 2003
B.S., Child and Family 
Development
Montgomery, Alabama
Parkhill serves as the Mental 
Health Flight Commander 
for Maxwell Air Force Base in 
Montgomery, Alabama. She 
commands 30 multidisciplinary 
mental health and early 
developmental professionals 
across five product lines 
providing mental health care 
for 35,000 beneficiaries. 
Parkhill also holds a Master 





Roach is the chief operating 
officer with Inventure IT, 
which services hundreds of 
companies in the Chattanooga 
and Savannah metropolitan 
areas with a variety of 
hardware, software, web and 
tech support needs. He has 
roughly 20 years of software 
engineering experience. 
He is also the founder and 
chief technology officer at 
K12 Logistics of Dalton and 
Statesboro and Anagen 
Systems of Dalton and 
Savannah. 
Vance T. Rosen, 2009
B.S., Justice Studies
Jackson, Georgia
Rosen is a Lieutenant with 
the Special Operations 
Division of the Henry County 
Police Department. He is 
responsible for the operational 
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oversight of the K9, Motors, 
Traffic Enforcement, Gang/
Criminal Apprehension, Traffic 
Investigations, Drone and 
COPs Units. Rosen manages 
six sergeants and 25 officers. 
He also serves as an Adjunct 
Instructor for the Georgia 
Public Safety Training Center 





Scott is the regional director of 
development for the Georgia 
Southern University Athletic 
Foundation where she has 
closed $1.1 million in major 
gifts. She has created and 
executed a new annual fund 
society called the Champion 
Society, created and executed 
a planned/deferred giving 
program and assisted in 
establishing an endowment 
fund. Scott is a Screven 
County Athletic Hall of Fame 
member, a graduate of the 
inaugural class for the Lynda 
B. Williamson Foundation 
women’s leadership academy 
and is currently pursuing her 
MBA at Georgia Southern.
R. Bryan Sears, 2005
B.S., Chemistry
Boston, Massachusetts
Sears is an assistant 
professor of chemistry 
at Emmanuel College in 
Boston, Massachusetts. He 
has received the Faculty 
Excellence in Teaching Award, 
the MGH Office of Research & 
Career Development Prestige 
Award and the American 
Society for Photobiology 
Urbach Award. He also holds 
an M.S. in Chemistry and Ph.D. 





Sheppard is the vice president 
of Kaolin Mining Operations 
for Howard Sheppard, 
Inc. He also serves as vice 
chairman with the Board of 
Directors, Citizens Bank of 
the South; chairman of the 
Georgia Southern University 
Athletic Foundation Board; 
ex-officio member of the 
Georgia Southern University 
Foundation Board of 
Trustees; board of directors 
for the Georgia Motor 
Trucking Association; and 
member of the State Board for 





Skipper is the co-owner/chief 
nursing officer for Southern 
Manor Retirement Inn, 
Lakeview Manor Community 
in Springfield, Georgia, and 
The Gardens at Southern 
Manor in Statesboro. He 
manages daily clinical 
operations at the facilities, 
sets company operations 
and sales goals and ensures 
delivery of customer service. 
He also holds an M.S. in 
Nursing from Valdosta State 
University, post-master's 
certification from the 
University of Massachusetts 







Smalley is the executive 
director of Georgia Southern’s 
Rural Health Research 
Institute. He leads numerous 
initiatives focused on 
improving physical and mental 
health outcomes in Bulloch 
and surrounding counties. He 
also holds an M.S., Psy.D. and 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 





Teate is a research assistant at 
the Carter Center who shares 
her expertise in countering 
ISIS propaganda by analyzing 
data and drafting reports used 
for international workshops 
and public forums. She also 





Vickers is a U.S. Army Supply 
Operations Officer in Charge 
for Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. He 
serves as contracting officer’s 
representative for the Army 
pre-Positioned Stock Five 
contract, valued at more than 
$800 million annually. Vickers 
is responsible for the morale, 
health, welfare, training and 
deployment readiness of five 
soldiers and two Department 




Warner is an education 
research analyst with the U.S. 
Department of Education in 
Washington, D.C. Her work 
includes supporting evaluation 
activities addressing PK-
16 program and policy 
areas, informing legislative 
and budget proposals by 
conducting objective policy 
analysis, and developing 
issue briefs, technical papers 
and evidence reviews to 
inform senior leadership. 
She was a 2015 Presidential 
Management Fellow and was 
a 2016 International Literacy 
Association Outstanding 
Dissertation Award Finalist. 
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Southern hospitality means that once you graduate, you’re always 
welcome back home. Head back to your Southern roots to host your 
next summer camp or conference. Whether you’re hosting an athletic, 
religious or youth-enrichment camp, or corporate retreat, Georgia 
Southern Conference Services will find the perfect venue for you. Show 
off the campus that made your college experience so memorable. 
Familiar faces, familiar spaces.
Find more information about our on-campus housing, dining, recreation facilities and more online!
912-478-2236 • conferenceservices@georgiasouthern.edu • facebook.com/ConferencesatGSU @GSUConfServ
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A MARK OF  
DISTINCTION
The remarkable pedigree of the Georgia Southern logo
The Georgia Southern “eagle head” logo is more than just a 
mark. It inspires pride in our students and our alumni, and it 
expresses our values to the rest of the world.
It takes an enormous amount of time, effort and money for 
any organization to establish its brand. For Georgia Southern, 35 
years ago, there was little money and little motivation for such an 
effort, but that didn’t stop the college’s then-new president, Dale 
Lick, from taking up the cause.
“I don’t think we had the symbolism that people could look at 
and automatically say, ‘That’s Georgia Southern,’ and say it in a 
positive way and feel positive about it,” said Lick. “And that was 
the dynamic we were looking for — to grab people and make them 
see it and appreciate it and know what it stood for.”
Call it coincidence, kismet, serendipity, or just another moment 
of magic in our University’s lore, but not only did Georgia 
Southern get an iconic logo that redefined its brand for the next 
35 years and counting, it was also created by one of the best 
brand designers in the country...as a donation.
John Parcels, a former professor of philosophy and religious 
studies and a member of Lick’s cabinet, had an extensive 
background in marketing, and had been taking photos of the 
many logos, insignias, stationery and print pieces floating 
N E W S
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around campus. In a presentation to the 
administration, he showed the brand’s lack 
of continuity and the need for change.
“In those days, any department 
could have its own logo, do anything it 
wanted,” he said. “It always concerned 
me because, as I argued to Lick and the 
others, whatever you put out there sends 
a message.”
To find the right message, Parcels 
developed a simple questionnaire, which he 
took to the vice presidents, deans, athletics 
and other campus stakeholders, to find out 
what they wanted the public to think about 
the school and what values they wanted 
to portray. Number one on the list was 
academic excellence, with “up-to-date” and 
“modern” following closely behind.
Lick created a committee with Parcels, 
Linda Smillie (chair), Steve Batson, Sharon 
Fell, Wendell Hagins and Hank Schomber 
— all of whom would be responsible for 
creating a logo that would meet the needs 
of the College and its athletics teams, 
which was no small feat.
Early on, some members of the 
committee thought they should hold a 
contest among art students on campus to 
create the logo, but Parcels feared they’d 
be forced to move forward with something 
that might not work. One committee 
member actually suggested changing the 
school mascot to a cardinal, and changing 
the school color to red.
“If you’re trying to make an impression 
and you’re ranking birds, which one would 
you put at the top?” Parcels said, laughing. 
“An eagle or a cardinal?”
After more than a year of the committee 
“spinning its wheels,” Parcels said he 
offered to call in an expert. Luckily, he 
knew one of the best brand designers 
in the country, a designer responsible 
for some of the most recognized brands 
around the world, a designer he also 
referred to as “Dad.”
J. Roy Parcels was one of the founding 
partners of Dixon & Parcels Associates, a 
commercial design firm located off Fifth 
Avenue in New York City. The company is 
responsible for international brands and 
packaging for Quaker State, Campbell’s 
Soup, The Borden Company, 4C Foods, 
M&M Mars candies, and several other 
Fortune 500 companies. Every home in 
America has at least one trademark and 
package designed by his firm.
Roy happened to be passing through 
Statesboro on his way to a meeting of the 
U.S. Trademark Association in Florida, and 
stopped to meet with the committee.
“By the time he finished talking, they 
all wanted him to do it,” said John. “I asked 
him not to do it, because I didn’t want 
anyone to think my interest in this was in 
trying to steer work to my father.
“He said, ‘I’ll donate it….And if they 
don’t want it, I’ll sell it to the Philadelphia 
Eagles!’”
With the messaging finalized, Roy 
and the committee set about to create 
an image that would project a modern 
college focused on academic excellence. 
They settled on a navy blue instead of the 
school’s former pale blue. In marketing 
psychology, darker colors convey quality. 
They also decided to use gold as an accent 
color instead of the school’s former silver 
accent — ”Do you want the silver medal 
or the gold medal?” said John. Finally, 
the iconic eagle mark is drawn in simple 
silhouette, facing to the right, looking into 
the future, moving forward.
“Just simplicity,” said Roy. “If you get too 
fanciful, logos get out of fashion quickly.”
The mark was officially adopted at 
Georgia Southern on July 1, 1982, and 
it was perfect timing. The new mark 
coincided with the arrival of the College’s 
football program, and its new outspoken 
coach, Erk Russell. There was a sense of 
excitement and anticipation surrounding 
the school, and the logo gave this feeling a 
new voice and a new focus. 
“It spoke to our alumni and our students 
and our prospective students in a new 
way,” said Lick. “This wasn’t an old, moth-
covered university, this was a dynamic 
university going somewhere. That’s what 
our symbolism spoke to. We are alive and 
well and you can be a part of it. But it also 
made the alumni feel a new attachment to 
us, a new relationship with us, a new pride 
in their institution. I thought it covered a 
lot of waterfronts.
“I thank John’s dad for helping us get 
there.”
Through 35 years, the Georgia Southern 
logo remaines largely untouched. It still 
speaks of a University on the move, 
moving forward, reaching for excellence.
“I liked it. I still like it, and it gives me 
fond memories when I see it,” said Lick.
“We wanted to paint class, and that logo 
has class.”
I N GOO D CO M PANY
Dixon & Parcels is well-known for iconic logos.
W HAT M I G HT 
HAVE B E E N
Sketches of early 
in-house  logo options 
offer a view of the 
creative process.
"If you get 
too fanciful, 
logos get out 
of fashion 
quickly.”
— J. Roy Parcels
N E W S
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Conference Services hosts camps/conferences and                                   
provides experience for students in Hospitality Services 
The lazy dog days of summer? Not here 
at Georgia Southern University, when 
thousands of visitors arrive on campus 
for youth camps, sports and academic 
programs, conferences, seminars 
and many other events. Conference 
Services, a little-known University 
gem, prides itself on accommodating 
the needs of these guests. “We operate 
under the Division of Auxiliary Services 
and do a multitude of things,” said 
Amy Cribbs Taylor (’02), Conference 
Services’ assistant director. “Think of the 
University as a resort with 5,500 beds 
in eight different residence halls, two 
dining halls that seat over 1,200 people, 
athletic fields, ballrooms, a museum, a 
wildlife center, planetarium, golf course 
and a botanical garden just to name a 
few resources that are mostly unused 
during the summer months except for our 
summer school students. Our role is to fill 
those spaces.”
 
S I N G LE PO I NT O F CO NTAC T
Conference Services is a certified “one-
stop-shop” operation. The “one-stop” 
designation provides clients and guests 
a single point of contact for all facilities 
and resources including, meeting spaces, 
transportation, internet access and 
onsite management. It also oversees 
other events such as commencement 
for Ogeechee Technical College and the 
Bulloch County Board of Education. And 
it partners with the City of Statesboro 
ONE STOP, TWO GOALS  
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to bring in larger groups such as Georgia 
Soccer.  In addition, Taylor said Conference 
Services is tasked with bringing in 
revenue to offset the costs for students. 
“We also aid in student enrollment by 
bringing thousands of guests to campus 
during the summer months,” she added. 
“We want to showcase what a beautiful 
campus we have. We want every guest 
who comes to campus to have the True 
Blue experience and to want to come back 
to be an Eagle.”
The staff is comprised mainly 
of dedicated Georgia Southern 
undergraduates. By offering these 
opportunities to students, Conference 
Services supports teaching and learning 
outside of the classroom at Georgia 
Southern. These students gain valuable 
hands-on experience for careers in the 
hospitality industry.
“We give students developmental 
opportunities to work with clients,” 
Taylor said. “They learn everything, from 
working on contracts to thinking on their 
feet quickly. They work autonomously 
and learn how to provide great customer 
service that exceeds expectations. When 
hiring students, we want someone 
who loves Georgia Southern, has lots of 
enthusiasm, and who lives and exudes 
the culture here. We want them to be 
True Blue.”
E XC E P TI O NAL STU D E NT 
TR AI N I N G
Amber Mann (’15) is a True Blue 
Conference Services alumna. The native 
of Stone Mountain, Georgia, majored in 
business with an emphasis in hospitality 
management. Now employed by 
Starwood Hotels, Mann said her student 
employment was life-changing. “It 
opened me up to a world of Conference 
Services, which I knew nothing about,” 
she said. “I learned a lot about myself 
and how to establish relationships with 
people from all backgrounds. I gained 
so much knowledge from my superiors 
and my peers throughout my time. This 
experience truly made my last two years 
of college amazing, and if I could go back 
and do it all over again I definitely would.”
As an intern with Conference Services 
her senior year, Emily Paul (’16) assisted in 
day-to-day operations by monitoring the 
office’s social media sites and discovering 
new ways to promote business. She 
also helped with creating promotional 
materials like email blasts, brochures and 
ads. “My experience with Conference 
Services improved my communication 
and interviewing skills, and it introduced 
me to the world of event marketing,” 
Paul noted. “I am certain I would not have 
been as prepared for my current position 
in the event marketing department 
at Gulfstream Aerospace without this 
opportunity.” The Guyton, Georgia, native 
said she would recommend other students 
to work as an intern for Conference 
Services because it is such a fun and 
encouraging environment. “I met new 
people, gained confidence and had an 
overall valuable experience,” she said. “It 
is also a great way to represent Georgia 
Southern University.”
Conference Services strongly 
encourages Eagle alumni to bring their 
own groups to Georgia Southern. Torri 
Jackson (’99, ’02,) is a student services 
support specialist for the Liberty 
County Georgia School System, and the 
president of the Georgia School Counselor 
Association. Last year, she held the group’s 
annual summer leadership conference 
at her alma mater. “The facilities were 
awesome,” Jackson said. “We had 
everything we needed, from assistance 
with check-in at the residence hall to 
technology support at the Nessmith-Lane 
Conference Center. Everyone was friendly 
and extremely helpful. We also received 
comments from our attendees about the 
great food as well.”
Former Eagle cheerleader Deontai 
Price (’11) operates a cheerleading gym 
in Rincon, Georgia, and has organized 
summer cheer camps facilitated by 
Conference Services. “I am busy running a 
business so they take care of everything 
and make sure all of our needs are 
met,” he said. “My kids love being in the 
residence halls and walking and exploring 
the campus. I love Georgia Southern with 
all my heart and being. Being at Georgia 
Southern was one of the best times of 
my life, and I met my best friends. I would 
love for all of my kids to attend Georgia 
Southern. We have camp there so that I 
can let them experience campus. I want 
them to fall in love with my university 
and decide if they want to attend.”
Conference Services is committed to 
making every event a success and works 
with clients from start to finish. “We want 
to make our Georgia Southern family and 
graduates aware that they can come back 
to campus,” said Taylor. “Anything you 
need is what we do.” — sandra bennett
VI S ITO R B E D 
N I G HTS PROVI D E D
VI S ITO R 
M E AL S S E RVE D
I N D IVI D UAL G U E STS 
O N CAM PU S
G RO U PS H OSTE D 
O N CAM PU S
16, 442 2 2 , 284 8, 308 3 8
2 016 S U M M E R S E A SO N STATS
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‘FIRST 500’ BOOK AVAILABLE
The Georgia Southern University First 500 refers to the first African-Americans to integrate the University 
from 1965 to 1985. Many of those alumni became doctors, lawyers, corporate executives, entrepreneurs, 
educators and other professionals. Twenty-one of these pioneers are sharing their memories of integrating 
Georgia Southern in the new book, In Our Own Words, coordinated by editor-in-chief William “Bill” Cary ('79), 
and editors Bernice Banks ('77) and Ulysee Mosley Jr. ('69). It is available on Amazon, Barnes and Noble and 
several other sites.
HURRICANE MATTHEW LEAVES ITS 
MARK AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN
The memory of Hurricane Matthew may 
linger for a while at Georgia Southern. 
Strong winds and heavy rain fell in 
the area when the hurricane slammed 
Georgia’s coastline. Fallen trees, limbs 
and other debris caused damage on 
campus, including Sweetheart Circle and 
on the grounds of the Wildlife Center and 
the Botanic Garden. The day before the 
storm hit, the University announced the 
cancellation of classes, events, trips and 
other activities — essential information 
as Interstate 16 was under state-initiated 
contra-flow rules to allow coastal area 
evacuations. 
 
E AG LE ALE RT
In preparation for Hurricane Matthew — 
and in all emergencies — the University 
employed its emergency alert system, 
Eagle Alert, to notify students, faculty 
and staff about storm conditions and 
road closures. Georgia Southern uses 
several methods to get the word out 
quickly when an emergency or severe 
weather affects University operations. 
The information is disseminated via a 
text alert, email or automated call to a 
cell phone or landline. The emergency 
message notification system is just 
one method used to contact members 
of the institution in an emergency. 
Georgia Southern students and 
employees can also monitor the website: 
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/alert or follow the 
University’s social accounts on Facebook 
and Twitter. For more Information about 
Eagle Alert notifications and how to 
update emergency contact information 
visit, GeorgiaSouthern.edu/eaglealert
LIVE SAF E
The University has also launched the 
free LiveSafe app, a smartphone safety 
app enabling University Police to more 
quickly receive notification of and 
respond to incidents, further helping 
to keep the campus community safe 
and well. “With features like SafeWalk, 
Where’s My Bus and the emergency 
options and reporting features,” said 
Laura McCullough, chief of police for 
Georgia Southern’s Office of Public Safety, 
“it allows users of the app to help us keep 
the campus as safe as possible.”  Find out 
more at GeorgiaSouthern.edu/livesafe
STRENGTHENING 
OUR COMMITMENT  
In December 2016, the University 
opened a new $9.5 million, 
32,000-square-foot Military Science 
Building featuring an auditorium, meeting 
rooms, classrooms, storage space and 
faculty and administrative offices. It is 
home to Eagle Battalion, the University’s 
ROTC program, a four-time recipient of the 
prestigious MacArthur Award — having 
won it this past year for the second year 
in row. The award is presented to the 
top ROTC program from among eight 
brigades in the U.S. The battalion has met 
or exceeded the required number of Army 
Commissioned Officers for the last decade 
— one of only a handful in the country 
to do so. It is also home to the largest 
ROTC Nursing program in the U.S. with a 
national reputation for excellence and has 
been named a Military Friendly® School 
for the last six years in a row.
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN SENIOR IS 
DESIGNING HER FUTURE
Nothing thrills Lexus Lewis more 
than the chance to showcase her artistic 
abilities.
“I’ve always been into the arts — 
whether through music, dance, singing 
or painting,” says the Georgia Southern 
senior. “As a child, I always knew that I 
was creative and no matter what job I 
have, it always calls for creativity.”
Lewis is an apparel design and studio 
art double major and art is everywhere in 
her life. It is in the paintings she creates in 
the studio and in the fashions she designs 
in the classroom. She says anything can 
inspire her. “I see art in everything — from 
the artists I study, to the people I follow 
on Instagram,” she says. “Some people 
can look at a blank wall, an empty room or 
even something as simple as a cup and see 
it as it is. But I see opportunity. I see art.”
A NATU R AL B O R N ARTI ST
Born and raised in Hephzibah, Georgia, 
Lewis comes from a talented and musical 
family. She says Georgia Southern has 
been the best fit for her, providing her 
with opportunities to develop her creative 
talents and professional skills. “The 
University environment is very intimate,” 
she explains. “My college experience has 
allowed me to engage with my professors 
and to get the help that I need.”
Lewis credits Fashion Merchandising 
and Apparel Design professors Hope 
Wallace and Youngjoo Lee for pushing 
and challenging her. “They have been so 
helpful,” she notes. “They give students 
a lot of their time even when we don’t 
deserve it. I really appreciate them for 
that.”
The arts student creates her paintings 
and designs separately without one 
necessarily influencing the other. “There 
are only a few cases,” she says, “where 
I would incorporate my art or any art in 
my fashion unless I was focusing a series 
or collection on one or the other. For the 
most part, my paintings are my inner 
thoughts and feelings painted on a canvas 
or whatever the medium may be. But my 
fashions focus on creating a look.”
CANVA S E S AN D FA S H I O N S
Lewis describes her paintings as 
“colorful humorous, surreal, abstract, fun, 
and in some cases sexual and political.” 
She says people who are familiar with 
her work can usually recognize her style. 
“I think people identify my work by the 
techniques I use like the pour method, 
and the optical illusions that I incorporate 
in my designs,” she explains. “The pour 
method is just what the technique says 
to do — pour. I pour a huge amount of 
paint on my canvas and let gravity do the 
magic by tilting my canvas in different 
directions creating a marble design. The 
viewer also recognizes my work not only 
by my techniques, but by the elements 
or subjects I choose to paint. They often 
recur in my other work.”
The clothes she designs are a mixture 
of many eras and cultures, sophisticated 
and with a hint of sexy and artsy. “My 
designs,” she says, “are a statement. The 
statement that I am making is, ‘this is me.’ 
I like for everything I create to stand out 
and to always leave an impression on the 
viewer. I always put myself in my designs. 
No matter what I create, I always stay true 
to myself.”
The Georgia Southern student debuted 
her first clothing collection of wearable 
art in a Carrollton, Georgia, fashion show. 
She described the collection as “not 
cohesive in the way it looks, but in the 
pieces’ backstory or what I can make from 
my blank canvas.” Last spring, she was a 
member of the winning team that won the 
University’s “Dress in the Press” recycling 
competition. Using only newspaper and 
tape, students had two hours to create a 
look based on a Greek god or goddess. Her 
team chose Hades.
“We had previously sketched out a 
design and designated who was going 
to be making what when it was time to 
compete,” Lewis says. “Our design had a 
cape with horns as the collar, a pleated 
dress with a gold waist belt, and a gold 
horned shaft for accessories. We won!”
Lewis also works in sculpture. As a 
junior, her representation of a laptop 
created from wire, won “best in show” at 
the annual Form and Content exhibition 
hosted by the Betty Foy Sanders 
Department of Art. The arts student 
admits she could never pick one platform 
over the other. “There isn’t a canvas large 
enough to compensate for what or how I 
need to express myself,” she says. “This 
also goes for fashion. Imagine if there was 
only one way you could express yourself?”
The designer and artist has big plans for 
her future. “I plan to design for Broadway 
shows, movies and maybe sports teams,” 
she says. “I also want to do a lot of creative 
directing from fashion shows, to movies, 
and other events. My ultimate goal is to 
own theme parks and museums.” 
— sandra bennett
N E W S
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BUSINESS INNOVATION GROUP 
ASSISTS ENTREPRENEURS
Starting a business can be a daunting 
task. Entrepreneurs have to do business 
research, get a business license, find fund-
ing, test products, find office space, find 
distribution options and a whole lot more 
before they open their doors to the public.
In Statesboro, however, this difficult 
process now begins with a simple drive 
downtown to the offices of Georgia 
Southern’s Business Innovation Group, 
or BIG, for short. Area entrepreneurs can 
walk in with a business idea and have 
immediate access to business experts 
and agencies that can get them up and 
running quickly and efficiently. 
BIG Director Dominique Halaby, 
DPA, calls it a “one-stop shop” for 
entrepreneurs, and a way for Georgia 
Southern to give back to the community 
it calls home.
“By creating this one-stop shop, 
we’ve been able to maximize the role 
the University plays in helping spur 
our economy,” he said. “We’ve now 
become that conduit for people to 
start businesses. I think that’s pretty 
important for us.”
Inside the offices of BIG are several local 
and federal agencies specifically tasked 
to get small businesses off the ground. 
These services include business research 
and economic development services, 
low-cost or free training and consulting 
services — as well as special training and 
business consulting for veterans through 
the Veterans Business Outreach Center.
Most recently, BIG welcomed a branch 
of the Service Corps of Retired Executives 
(SCORE) into its office. SCORE is a nonprofit 
organization sponsored by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA), and pro-
vides business mentors, tools and work-
shops at no charge or at very low cost.
“Some would say we can only do this 
if we’re in a major urban area,” said 
Halaby. “Well, that’s a fallacy. Creative 
ideas come from all walks of life and 
from all locations across the country. 
They happen more in the urban areas 
because they have the facilities and the 
equipment to be able to encourage that. 
Now we have it here, too.”
BIG also worked with the City of 
Statesboro, the Downtown Statesboro 
Development Authority and the Economic 
Development Administration to renovate 
a 10,000-square-foot space downtown 
for a Fabrication Laboratory — or FabLab 
— and an Innovation Incubator. 
The FabLab contains 3D printers, a 
CNC routing machine, a laser cutter, table 
saws and hand tools in a cutting-edge 
maker space that allows entrepreneurs 
to create new products prototypes for 
their businesses, or just learn about new 
manufacturing processes.
The Innovation Incubator holds office 
space for 20 new businesses, with access 
to meeting rooms, shared printers, shared 
audiovisual equipment, and a wireless 
network on the University’s fiber line. 
In addition, entrepreneurs will have 
access to ongoing advisement, coaching 
and leadership assessment, as well 
as business consulting and technical 
assistance. Seventeen local businesses 
have already applied for offices in the 
space, and Halaby said he is excited 
about the attention it will bring to the 
University and the community.
“I think we’re pioneering in a very integral 
space that connects the U.S. economy back 
to rural communities as opposed to just 
major urban areas,” he said. “I think that’s 
important. And I think that we’re starting to 
get recognized and get eyes placed on us to 
see how successful we can be in our efforts 
to do that.”
Halaby has worked in economic 
development for more than 10 years, 
and has owned several businesses, the 
latest of which just opened an office in 
Shanghai, China. His love of economic 
development work isn’t just rooted in his 
love of business, however. It’s rooted in 
the rewards.
“It is extremely gratifying and 
rewarding in the sense that you get to 
see the fruits of your labor,” he said. “And 
not a whole lot of jobs will afford you that 
opportunity.
“In economic development, you actually 
get to see the end of a process you 
started, whether that’s a firm recruitment 
— you get to see them break ground, you 
get to see the ribbon cutting, you get to 
see the lines at the job fairs — you get to 
see those things.”
He hopes to see even more of it here in 
Statesboro. — doy cave
“I think we’re pioneering in a very 
integral space that connects the U.S. 
economy back to rural communities.”
— Dominique Halaby
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BE TRUE TO YOUR OWN VOICE  
73-year-old professor and poet Nikki Giovanni still enjoys the ‘give-and-take’
Renowned poet Nikki Giovanni is encouraging college 
students “to fly and to dream.” She was the keynote speaker at 
the University’s 2017 celebration of the life and legacy of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Her inspiring and provocative presentation 
centered on the theme, “The Right to Dream.”
In an interview prior to her appearance, Giovanni said the 
internet, blogs and social networking sites are making it easier 
for today’s young poets to make their poems available for 
everyone to read. However, she had some words of caution. “The 
minute you start writing poetry, you know you are not going 
to make any money,” she said. “I am fortunate that I have had a 
couple of bestsellers, but you have to be really careful that you 
don’t have that as your goal, because if that is your goal, you’re 
going to sell yourself out. You can’t do that. You have to be true 
to your own voice.”
The best-selling author, activist and educator published her 
first book of poetry, Black Feeling, Black Talk, almost 50 years 
ago. She is now the author of more than 30 books, essays, 
children’s stories and recordings, including the Grammy-
nominated spoken word CD, “The Nikki Giovanni Poetry 
Collection.” She is revered by many hip hop artists who have 
mentioned her in their songs. “I think that hip hop has done 
what it’s going to do,” she said. “It opened the door for talented 
young men and women but the new music is coming. I really 
hope that I am around to hear the beginning of the new music.”
For the last 30 years, Giovanni has been on the faculty at 
Virginia Tech, where she is a distinguished professor of English 
literature. The 73-year-old still enjoys teaching and the routine 
that comes with it. “I like the kids and the give-and-take with 
them,” she said. “Without a routine at least for somebody like 
me, I probably wouldn’t do well.”
She is working on a new book of poems called A Good Cry, in 
which she explores what it means to mourn. 
WO R DS O F WI S DO M
Giovanni came to campus as the 2017 MLK Speaker.
THE BORO GOES BLUE
Georgia Southern University is working with the city 
of Statesboro and the South Main Street Revitalization 
Committee — a grass roots organization made up of 
community leaders, volunteers and organizations — to create 
the Statesboro Blue Mile. The goal is to restore the one-mile 
stretch of South Main Street — from the main entrance of 
the University to the Courthouse in Downtown Statesboro 
— to its former glory in a manner that adds economic value 
to the city’s tax base, beautifies residential and commercial 
areas, attracts and retains creative students and young 
professionals, and enhances the quality of life.
In April, Statesboro was named a grand prize winner 
(3rd place) in the America’s Best Communities competition, 
receiving $1 million for the revitalization of the Blue Mile.
N E W S
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Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology
CEIT FACULTY AWARDED GRANTS 
Allen E. Paulson Chair of Renewable Energy Professor 
Valentin Soloiu, Ph.D., and Electrical Engineering Professor 
Rocio Alba-Flores, have been awarded a three-year grant 
of $524,706 by the National Science Foundation for 
their project titled, “ENgaging Educators in Renewable 
enerGY (ENERGY).” The grant advances the College’s goal 
of increasing the level of STEM education throughout 
Georgia.  In addition, Department of Civil Engineering and 
Construction Management faculty members Myung Jeong, 
Ph.D., and Junan Shen, Ph.D., are the recipients of a $187,076 
project by the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT). 
Their proposal, “Evaluation of Structural Integrity for a 
Foamed Asphalt Base Course with a High Recycled Asphalt 
Pavement (RAP) Content,” will last 18 months. The project 
will provide GDOT with an effective way to maximize the use 
of RAP and save natural resources and money.
College of Health and Human Sciences
HUMAN ECOLOGY EARNS THREE AWARDS 
Two Georgia Southern faculty members and a student in the 
School of Human Ecology received national awards during the 
107th American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences 
(AAFCS) Annual Conference and Expo in Bellevue, Washington. 
Junior Fashion Merchandising and Apparel Design (FMAD) 
student, Kyler Arnold, received the award of Outstanding 
Undergraduate Research Scholarship for his research titled, 
“Apparel Product Development: From Visual Art Inspiration to 
Fashion Creation ‘Aðila.”’ Professor and School Chair, Cynthia 
Johnson, Ph.D., was honored by the Coordinating Council of 
Honor Societies as a leader in family and consumer sciences and 
was presented the Legend Award for her numerous leadership 
undertakings in the profession of child development and 
family relations. Youngjoo Lee, Ph.D., assistant professor in the 
Fashion Merchandising and Apparel Design Program, received 
the Best of Show Award in the juried showcase and exhibition.
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
BIG WINS FOR CHORAL GROUPS 
The Georgia Southern Chorale and the Southern Gentlemen 
both brought home victories in last summer’s international 
competition at the “Laurea Mundi Budapest” Festival of 
Choral Music in Budapest, Hungary. The Georgia Southern 
Chorale, directed by Shannon Jeffreys, D.M.A., won the Grand 
Prix in the mixed choir category and the spirituals category. 
David Langley, Ph.D., served as the assistant director. The 
Southern Gentlemen, directed by student Colin Harrison, 
won the open category in pop music and was invited to sing 
against the Georgia Southern Chorale in the Grand Prix.
College of Science and Mathematics
BIOLOGY PROFESSOR RECEIVES GRANT 
John Schenk, Ph.D., curator of the Georgia Southern 
Herbarium in the Department of Biology, received notification 
that his National Science Foundation (NSF) Biological Research 
Collections grant has been funded in the amount of $280,798. 
It will be used to integrate uncatalogued plants into the 
Herbarium. The Georgia Southern Herbarium is located in the 
Biological Sciences Building, and houses 21,000 cataloged 
specimen representing 236 families, 1,511 genera and 5,258 
species of plants. In addition to the catalogued specimen, 
the herbarium houses 26,000 uncataloged specimens that 
represent local plant diversity — including many endangered 
species. The funded project will allow the Georgia Southern 
Herbarium to double its holdings over the next two years, a 
feat that is rarely accomplished in natural history collections. 
As the collections become catalogued, they will be accessible 
to students and researchers throughout the world.
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College of Business Administration
STUDENT TEAM WINS 
A team of Georgia Southern students earned first place in 
the 2017 Student Challenge, a business case competition of the 
National Retail Federation (NRF) Student Association in which 
members demonstrate their creativity and business acumen to 
retail executives, sponsored by KPMG. 
Jeffrey Licciardello, senior public relations major with a 
marketing minor; Kelsey Wertz, senior marketing and logistics 
major; William (Keller) Campbell, junior marketing and logistics 
major; and Alexis Montaño, junior marketing major with a 
management minor, worked together on the competition to 
create a 20-page pitch presentation, a mock website and a 
90-second pitch video to convince STORY CEO and Founder, 
Rachel Shechtman, to bring their story to life through one of 
these themes: Travel, Sensory or Made in America. The proposal 
was created to provide an experience for the customer through 
selected merchandise, marketing approach, social media 
campaigns and curated events.
“This project has been our baby since May,” said Wertz. “We 
worked extremely hard on it, always editing, revising and 
bringing new ideas to the table to make it better.” 
Kathleen Gruben, Ph.D., faculty advisor to the team, 
associate professor of marketing and director of the Center for 
Retail Studies at Georgia Southern, worked with the students 
every step of the way.
“The team of four was a dream team,” said Gruben. 
“Throughout the process, the team took all criticism as positive 
and adapted accordingly. They addressed every minute 
criticism the judges gave. They were bound and determined 
they would win.”
Georgia Southern’s team was one of three teams to make 
it to the final round, besting teams from the University of 
North Texas and the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Each student will receive a $5,000 scholarship.
 — taylor ward
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
PROFESSOR ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF APHA
Joseph Telfair, Dr.P.H., professor of public health practice 
and research has been named President-elect of the American 
Public Health Association (APHA). “My approach to, and 
practice of leadership is to utilize my knowledge, skills and 
experience to identify and take on roles that allow me to 
make the greatest contribution to public health,” said Telfair, 
who is also dual chair of the Department of Community 
Health and Health Policy and Management. He has nearly 
31 years of experience as a clinician, community advocate, 
academic, evaluator, project director and researcher. Telfair 
is the Karl Peace Distinguished Professor of Public Health. As 
a 28-year member of APHA, Telfair has served in numerous 
leadership roles, including membership in the maternal and 
child health and social work sections, member and chair of 
the nominating committee, member of the executive board, 
finance committee, governance committee, strategic planning 
committee, social responsibility committee and on the 
membership development taskforce. 
College of Education
NEW APPROACHES TO STUDENT TEACHING 
Early childhood education, special education and dual 
certification teacher candidates in the College of Education 
are piloting new approaches to student teaching, which 
maximize their experiences and learning at partnering 
schools. Yearlong teaching is an approach that places a 
student within the same partner school for both semesters 
of the student’s senior year, often allowing them to work 
with the same teacher. School partners participating in 
the pilot have provided positive feedback, as schools are 
getting more instruction for their students and the teacher 
candidates are becoming more integrated into the school. 
The second approach is a co-teaching model for teacher 
candidates during their field and clinical experiences. 
Rather than simply observing daily instruction, co-teaching 
is a planned effort to provide instruction from both the 
teacher and teacher candidate that can meet the needs 
of various student groups within the classroom. Models 
of the co-teaching approach include observing, assisting, 
station teaching, parallel teaching, alternative teaching, 
and team teaching. This approach is allowing COE’s teacher 
candidates to gain more valuable teaching experience 
alongside a skilled educator.
William (Keller) Campbell, Kathleen Gruben, Ph.D., KPMG Consultant Ali Wampler Cusic, 
Kelsey Wertz, Alexis Montaño and Jeffrey Licciardello walk the red carpet at the NRF 
Foundation Gala in New York City in January, where they found out they won.
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Georgia Southern University’s Herty 
Advanced Materials Development Center 
provides another look at the role this 
academic institution plays in boosting 
economic development locally, nationally 
and globally. The top-notch applied 
research facility is where clients from 
around the world sign on to develop new 
technologies and validate processes 
and product concepts — clients like 
Dreamweaver International.
Headquartered in Greenville, South 
Carolina, Dreamweaver is an advanced 
technology company focused on selling 
low-cost high-performance battery 
separators to battery manufacturers. 
A separator is the thin barrier placed 
between the anode (positive) and the 
cathode (negative) electrodes in a battery 
to prevent it from short-circuiting.
Dreamweaver’s battery separators for 
lithium ion batteries and supercapacitors 
are made from a combination of 
nanofibers and microfibers. The 
ADVANCING BATTERY TECHNOLOGY
Herty helping Dreamweaver International bring 
breakthrough battery separator to market
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Derek Larson, 
MFA, is a multimedia 
artist working in anima-
tion, video, sound and 
sculptor. He is the MFA 
graduate program director 
and associate professor 
in the Betty Foy Sanders 
Department of Art. His 
creativity comes from a 
number of sources – art 
history, philosophy and 
popular culture.
Gulzar H. Shah, 
Ph.D., is the associate 
dean for research in the 
Jiann-Ping Hsu College 
of Public Health. He is 
a prolific public health 
researcher and teaches 
courses in health policy 
and management. His 
research centers on local 
health departments, local 
public health, interdisci-
plinary STEM and rural 
education.
Both faculty members 
are also winners of the 
2016-17 Award for Excel-
lence in Research/Creative 
Scholarly Activity. The 
Georgia Southern award 
is given to faculty who 
excel in their research 
efforts while fulfilling 
their regular full-time 
teaching responsibilities. 
Larson earned his Master 
of Fine Arts in sculpture 
from Yale University and 
exhibits nationally and in-
ternationally. He teaches 
new media and design.
 
“It’s humbling to have 
received this award, 
especially among so many 
successful and talented 
colleagues across our 
campus,” said Larson. 
“This support from the 
University has provided a 
great sense of apprecia-
tion and motivation in my 
practice. I’m proud of our 
accomplished research 
community and very 
excited to see what the 
future holds for Georgia 
Southern academics.”
Over the course of his 
career of two decades, Dr. 
Shah has worked in both 
academia and public health 
practice agencies. “I am 
honored to be recognized 
for excellence in research 
– something I do purely 
out of my passion,” he said. 
“It is humbling in that so 
many of my colleagues are 
excellent researchers, and 
anyone could have been 
the winner. I am fortunate 
to have worked with such 
high quality students and 
faculty researchers, mak-
ing me a highly collabora-
tive researcher. Research 
creativity and its ability to 
promote health outcomes 
are among the ultimate 
sources of job satisfaction 
for me and enable me 
to promote my college’s 
mission.”
Shah’s research has 
been published in dozens 
of peer reviewed journals.
L A R S O N
S H A H
company’s unique nanofiber technology dramatically 
improves the durability and high-power performance of 
rechargeable batteries for use in a range of applications 
including electric/hybrid vehicles, cordless power tools, 
computers and mobile devices.
For development of its products, Dreamweaver partnered 
with Herty where more than 1,000 prototypes have been 
made and tested. “Herty had everything we needed. 
They had the knowledge, equipment, lab for testing and 
support staff that could help bring our product to market,” 
said Dreamweaver International co-founder Brian Morin. 
“They were always willing to help solve problems and think 
outside the box to come to a solution that fits what we are 
looking for.”
In explaining how the Center has helped Dreamweaver, 
Morin said, “When we started the company, I knew nothing 
about paper, and had only one contact in the industry, who 
I called and who suggested Herty. I went to visit almost 
immediately and was so impressed with their capability and 
business-like approach to help our only-days-old startup, 
that we actually signed the contract that we use today 
within two weeks of founding the company.  Every idea we 
have had has been first tested with help from Herty.”
Morin, who is also the company’s president and chief 
operating officer, praised the efforts of Danny Bragg, 
Herty’s assistant program director who spent many hours 
helping the company develop its products. “Danny made 
changes to the machines and tried multiple ways to make 
our material,” he said.
Dreamweaver’s president said his company’s 
partnership with Herty has been an invaluable 
experience. “Everyone at Herty has been wonderful to 
work with. They go out of their way to make you feel 
welcome,” he said. “They helped Dreamweaver launch 
three product lines in four years. They have been 





International needed a 
partner to create and 
test prototypes, the 
company turned to  
Herty.
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CULTIVATING SUMMER RESEARCH Two graduate 
students awarded $4,000 research assistantships
 
What if you could spend the summer 
researching the scientific subject of your 
choice? Graduate students Lauren Neel 
and Matthew Scanlon did just that after 
they were named recipients of the 2016 
Institute for Coastal Plain Science (ICPS) 
Summer Graduate Student Research 
Assistantships. Both students are in the 
master’s program in the Department of 
Biology, and used the $4,000 stipend for 
their thesis research.
 
I NTE R AC TI O N S B ET W E E N 
S H R I M PE R S AN D S HAR KS
Scanlon investigated interactions 
between shrimp fishermen and sharks 
and sawfish along the Georgia coast. He 
accompanied shrimpers to document 
how often shrimp nets get damaged and 
which fish species are causing damage.
“The Georgia shrimp fishery is a vital 
part of the state’s economy,” Scanlon 
said. “Fishermen express frustration 
with interactions with sharks, which 
follow the boats and bite holes in 
their nets in an attempt to predate on 
their catch. This leads to a loss of time 
and money repairing nets that could 
otherwise be invested in more time 
fishing for shrimp.”
In addition to working with local 
shrimp fishermen to document the 
frequency and cost of shark depredation 
on shrimp nets, he studied other 
variables such as how the frequency 
of the interactions relates to location, 
temperature, turbidity, trawl time, 
species, and trawl depth.
“Next summer for the second chapter 
of my thesis, I plan on developing an 
inexpensive electrogenic deterrent 
system that can be implemented on the 
nets to reduce the frequency of damage 
from sharks,” he noted.
Scanlon, from Corona, California, 
earned an undergraduate degree from 
California State University, Fullerton 
in 2015. His current adviser, Christine 
Bedore, Ph.D., was his ichthyology (the 
study of fish) professor during his last 
semester as an undergraduate. When she 
joined the Georgia Southern faculty as 
an assistant professor, he joined her lab 
as one of her first graduate students.
“I am honored and thrilled to have 
received the Graduate Student Research 
Assistantship from the Institute for 
Coastal Plain Science, and I will work 
hard to represent ICPS and the great 
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G R AD UATE STU D E NTS 
H O N O R E D FO R E XC E LLE N C E  
Instead of two winners – 
three graduate students 
were named the 2016 
winners of the top award 
in the Jack N. Averitt Col-
lege of Graduate Studies. 
Martin Muinos and 
Heidi Moye received 
the Averitt Award for 
Excellence in Research and 
Desiree Riley was 
honored with the award 
for Excellence in Instruc-
tion. Each of the winners 
received the Crystal Eagle 
trophy and a $1,000 prize.
Heidi Moye: Tracing 
History
Fresh out of high 
school, Heidi Moye was 
working as a bank teller 
in Sylvania, Georgia, when 
a visit to an old cemetery 
showed her a new direc-
tion. “It was a summer af-
ternoon, and I’d decided to 
follow Sherman’s March to 
the Sea through Screven 
County on Old Louisville 
Road,” she said. “I actually 
took the wrong fork in the 
road and ended up on Old 
Elam Road, which is where 
the cemetery is located.”
Moye stumbled 
across the gravestones 
of the John Hergen Ash 
(1843-1918) family and 
was intrigued when she 
noticed his second wife 
and their three young 
children died on the same 
day. “Their story has been 
the inspiration for my 
education,” she explained. 
“Digging into their lives is 
the reason why I started 
going to college at all.”
Her research into the 
life of the Confederate 
soldier is the reason why 
she won the highest honor 
the College of Graduate 
Studies awards its stu-
dents – the 2016 Averitt 
Award for Excellence in 
Research. The history 
major is hoping to turn 
her thesis, “A Forgotten 
Confederate: John H. Ash’s 
Story Rediscovered,” into 
a book.
“The story of Ash and 
his family is so good, 
people will be interested 
in it whether they like 
history or not,” she said. 
“I am hopeful that it will 
be published and through 
its human appeal, educate 
the general public on 
Georgia history.”
Moye found that Ash’s 
family emigrated to 
Georgia from Germany 
in 1734 at the beginning 
of Georgia’s history as a 
colony. His first wife died 
when he was fighting in 
the Civil War. The soldier 
remarried after the war 
and studied to become a 
Baptist minister. On a hot 
summer night in 1871, his 
wife Laura poisoned her-
self and her three children 
with strychnine. “It was 
called a murder-suicide,” 
said Moye. “It was a brutal 
and painful death and a 
sensationalized case. The 
Savannah Morning News 
covered it and it was in 
The New York Times and 
other national papers.”
The soldier’s story 
didn’t end there, but con-
tinued until his death in 
1918. “With my thesis,” 
said Moye, “I’m attempt-
ing to explore the history 
of Georgia from colony, 
through the Civil War, 
Reconstruction, and then 
its attempt to shape itself 
as a New South. “
Moye earned her 
bachelor’s in history while 
working full time in the 
Regents Center for Learn-
ing Disorders at Georgia 
Southern. She received 
her master’s in December. 
The graduate student 
credits history Professor 
Anastatia Sims Ph.D., for 
keeping her research on 
track. “She listens to me 
and helps me sort out the 
direction I need to take,” 
Moye said. “She helps me 
with my writer’s block. 
She’s amazing.”
Martin Muinos: Profes-
sor Sparks a Love for 
Engines
Martin Muinos trans-
ferred to Georgia Southern 
as a sophomore, and said 
he had no set plans for his 
future. He just figured he’d 
get his engineering degree 
and see what happened 
from there.
Not long after his 
arrival, however, Muinos 
met Valentin Soloiu, Ph.D., 
the Allen E. Paulson Distin-
guished Chair of Renew-
able Energy, who brought 
the young student into the 
Engine Combustion and 
Emissions lab, a place that 
changed the trajectory of 
the young student’s life.
“Martin showed an ex-
traordinary determination 
to succeed, be successful 
and excel in research,” said 
Soloiu, who nominated 
Muinos for the award. 
As an undergraduate, 
Muinos spent much of his 
free time in the laboratory 
learning concepts and the-
ories, helping with experi-
ments, and then writing 
and reporting the findings 
under intensive deadlines. 
M OY E
 
TH E R MAL ADAP TATI O N  
I N TH E F LO R I DA SC R U B LIZ AR D
Neel also expressed her appreciation for the summer 
research assistantship. Originally from Schnecksville, 
Pennsylvania, she received her bachelor’s degree from West 
Chester University of Pennsylvania.  
“While at West Chester I had the opportunity to conduct 
research in Pennsylvania, Costa Rica, Panama and Puerto 
Rico on a wide range of topics,” she said. “As I gained more 
research experience, I began to realize that I was particularly 
interested in the eco-physiology and evolution of lizards. 
Through reading scientific literature I discovered the work of 
my current research advisor, Dr. Lance McBrayer.  I found his 
work to be interesting so I decided to join his lab to pursue my 
master’s degree.”
For her thesis work she is studying the thermal biology of 
the Florida scrub lizard (Sceloporus woodi) in both long-leaf 
pine and sand pine scrub habitats. The Florida scrub lizard is 
endemic to the Ocala National Forest in central Florida. The 
data she collected last summer found that environmental 
temperatures were higher in longleaf than in scrub habitats. 
However, body temperatures were the same among all sites, 
indicating differences in thermoregulatory behavior. Also, 
thermoregulatory effectiveness was greater in longleaf pine 
habitats, suggesting that animals more carefully regulated 
their body temperatures as they approached their upper 
critical thermal limit. 
To better understand the thermal landscape of the Florida 
scrub lizard, Lauren spent the summer in Ocala evaluating 
the thermal sensitivity of sprinting performance and critical 
thermal limits. Fragmentation of habitat poses a major threat 
to the species in the southeastern Coastal Plain and results 
from Neel’s study will be used to predict how the Florida scrub 
lizard may fare in a globally changing climate.
Neel said receiving this assistantship has allowed her to 
attain the sample sizes necessary to evaluate her research 
question and has significantly enhanced the progress she has 
made towards degree completion. — sandra bennett
FAR LEFT: Graduate student Matthew Scanlon 
investigates interactions between shrimp fishermen and 
sharks and sawfish along the Georgia coast. 
NEAR LEFT: Graduate student Lauren Neel studies the 
Florida scrub lizard (note: the lizard she is holding is not 
the Florida scrub lizard). Lauren uses a noosing pole to 
catch lizards in Ocala National Forest.
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Malawi is a beautiful country, with picturesque 
mountain ranges and plateaus, vast parks and 
forest reserves filled with diverse wildlife, and the 
crystal clear waters of massive Lake Malawi along 
its eastern border. Its people are renowned for their 
hospitality and warmth, so much so that Malawi is 
called “the warm heart of Africa.”
In Africa’s warm heart, however, there is also a 
sad reality. Malawi is host to one of the highest rates 
of HIV prevalence in the world. An estimated 10.6 
percent of the adult population is living with the 
disease, which is the leading cause of death in the 
country.
Jessica Sexton (‘15), a Master of Public Health 
graduate in epidemiology, lives and works in 
Llongwe, Malawi, a large, urban center where the 
epidemic is even more prevalent. She is an Allan 
Rosenfield Global Health Fellow with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Sexton 
was one of only 30 students selected from more 
than 2,000 applicants from across the country, and 
began a one-year fellowship in August of 2015, 
only months after her graduation. She signed on for 
another year last August to continue her work in the 
field.
“They say the first year we learn and the second 
year we implement,” she said. “After one year, I 
couldn’t walk away. I wanted to be as effective as I 
could be.”
Sexton’s work with the CDC is focused on the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic, and on the many programs 
that target its infected populations. Such programs 
include Option B+, an initiative for all HIV-positive 
pregnant or breastfeeding women. It offers them 
lifesaving antiretroviral treatment for their 
entire lives in order to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of the disease. Sexton and her team 
travel into the cities and villages on a quarterly basis 
for field visits to evaluate and strengthen programs 
to reach their treatment goals.
“It’s one thing to read about it in the news, to see 
a report or to 
see a paper at 
a conference or 
something,” she said. 
“It’s another to see these 
programs implemented first-
hand, and to even be fortunate 
enough to play a role in that process.”
When she isn’t working at the CDC or traveling 
in the field, Sexton visits a nearby camp, housing 
refugees largely from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. She tutors them and helps them with visa 
applications, and gives dance lessons, for which 
they help her with French in return. She says the 
experience and the people have given her a new 
perspective on the world.
“The thing that’s struck me is the resilience of 
these people,” she said. “A lot of these kids and adults 
have been through everything from genocide to 
having homes destroyed in the war, and they come 
here and they’re spinning silk. It’s just absolutely 
wonderful.”
Sexton is currently applying to doctoral programs 
back in the United States, hoping to finish her second 
year in Malawi and move straight into her Ph.D. After 
graduation, she hopes to join the United States Public 
Health Service Commission Corps, influencing public 
health on a national and international level.
After spending a year in the field, Sexton says 
she is thankful for her time in the Jiann-Ping Hsu 
College of Public Health. At Georgia Southern, she 
learned what it would take to reach her career 
goals from Isaac Fung, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
epidemiology, and she saw the international field 
first-hand in Ghana with Evans Afriyie-Gyawu, 
Ph.D., associate professor of environmental health. 
And now, working on the front lines of a plague 
that is ravaging the African continent, all her 
experience is coming together.
“Every day it’s one person at a time, one day at a 
time,” she said. — doy cave
ON THE FRONT LINES
Fighting HIV/AIDS in Malawi
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After only six months, 
Muinos was accepted as a 
full researcher in the lab — 
one of the fastest student 
promotions in years. He 
later became the lead 
undergraduate researcher 
in the lab, and published 
four peer-reviewed papers 
and presented more than 
10 posters and discussions 
at prestigious conferences 
across the U.S.
Muinos’ focused his 
graduate research on 
Reactivity Controlled Com-
pression Ignition (RCCI) 
with renewable fuels, a 
process which delays com-
bustion in a fuel-efficient 
diesel engine, reducing its 
soot and smoke emissions 
and cleaning up its dirty 
reputation.
The research earned 
him a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Gradu-
ate Research Fellowship, 
which placed him among 
only 2,000 graduate 
students in the United 
States who received 
the $136,000 grant out 
of 16,500 national ap-
plicants. The fellowship 
placed him among student 
researchers from such in-
stitutions as Georgia Tech, 
MIT, Stanford, Princeton 
and Cornell.
He says he can’t imag-
ine getting to do the work 
he’s done anywhere else.
“If we were to visit a re-
search facility conducting 
similar research anywhere 
in the United States, we 
would be surrounded 
by post-docs, Ph.D.’s, 
and grad students,” said 
Muinos. “In the Engine 
Combustion and Emissions 
lab at Georgia Southern, I 
am one of four graduate 
students working under 
the supervision of one 
professor and working 
alongside 15-20 under-
graduate students.”
Muinos said the Averitt 
Award was a “great sur-
prise,” and one he couldn’t 
have achieved without the 
help of his professor.
“I have to give all my 
thanks to Dr. Soloiu,” 
he said. “He was a very 
selfless professor. The best 
professor I’ve ever had 
and most of his students 
have ever had. If it wasn’t 
for him staying late with 
me, working out problems 
and diving into theory and 
providing me the avenue to 
do all this research, I would 
not have been able to get 
this award or the NSF 
award, for that matter.”
Desiree Riley:  
Chemistry to Literature 
to Teaching
Desiree Riley (‘13, 
‘16) never planned to be 
a teacher. She enrolled 
in Georgia Southern as 
a chemistry major, but 
soon changed her mind. 
“The introductory courses 
everyone takes as a fresh-
man ignited my interest in 
literature. And that’s why 
I changed my major to 
English,” she says.
After earning her un-
dergraduate degree, Riley 
began working on her 
master’s. Fueled by her 
love of books and stories, 
her heart was set on be-
coming a book editor, but 
changed course when she 
entered the Department of 
Literature and Philosophy 
graduate program.  “The 
program offered all these 
opportunities for teaching. 
And once I started teach-
ing I found my passion,” 
Riley explains.
Her impact in the class-
room did not go unnoticed 
by her professors and her 
students. They nominated 
her for the Averitt Award 
for Excellence in Graduate 
Instruction for 2015-16. 
It recognizes outstanding 
teaching by a gradu-
ate student. Riley was 
shocked when she was 
announced the winner 
at the 2016 Research 
Symposium.
“It was surprising. I 
had no idea that anyone 
was paying that much 
attention to me. I am 
extremely honored and 
humbled,” she says. “I was 
more touched by what 
the students said in the 
feedback that was read 
just before the winner 
was announced.”
“I like teaching a lot,” 
she notes. “You see that 
look on students’ faces 
when they don’t under-
stand something. But, then 
you see their eyes light up 
when you explain it and 
help them understand it. 
Those are the rewarding 
moments. They are what 
I consider those little “ah-
ha” moments. I want my 
students to enjoy literature 
as much as I do.”
Riley, a Double Eagle, 
says she may pursue 
a doctorate. For now, 
she plans to gain more 
experience teaching at the 
college level. “I hope stu-
dents leave my classroom 
appreciating literature 
more than when they 
came in. At the end of my 
course, I want students to 
understand why literature 
can have an impact on 
the world and why we 
keep talking about these 
authors and stories years 
after they were written.” 
— sandra bennett, doy cave
M U I N O S
R I L E Y
IMPACTFUL WORK
Gains in Concussion 
Research
Concussions are a major concern for anyone playing sports. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates 
that 1.6 to 3.8 million sport-related concussions occur in the 
United States each year. The injury can occur when a sudden 
blow to the head shakes the brain inside the skull.
Often described as invisible injuries, concussions may lead 
to long-lasting problems with mobility, cognitive and sensory 
abilities. Here at Georgia Southern, researchers are focused on 
identifying and understanding the problems that may persist 
initially and well past recovery from a concussion.
“Once you sustain a concussion you are three times more 
likely to sustain a second injury within six months of your 
original injury,” noted Nicholas Murray, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor in the School of Health and Kinesiology. “It is critical 
to the health of our population, specifically our younger 
athletes, to research the acute and long-term impact of this 
devastating injury in hopes of providing new rehabilitation 
techniques and/or prevention models to mitigate the rising 
concussion rates.”
Murray leads the University’s interdisciplinary team 
of concussion researchers. Their work is unique in that it 
explores the visual system post-concussion injury. “Given 
that well over 90 percent of individuals with concussions 
demonstrate a visual dysfunction post-concussion and that 
the visual system interacts with well over 50 percent of 
all brain regions, it is critical to understand how the visual 
system is influenced and ultimately recovers post-injury,” 
he said. “Our work has provided the foundation for a novel 
quantitative line of research into the acute and long-term 
impacts of concussion on the brain and visual system.”
The College of Health and Human Sciences professor says 
the Wii Fit is the primary tool in their research. “It is an easy 
to use over-the-counter virtual reality device that allows 
the user to become the controller and use full body motions 
to interact with the virtual environment,” he explained. 
“Through this, we are able to evaluate functional human 
movements that were previously time consuming and difficult 
to capture in a safe and efficient manner.”
The University’s highly lauded concussion research 
program also explores the football team’s use of a high-
tech helmet or the Helmet Impact Telemetry System (HITS). 
The helmet measures and records every hit to the head 
during practices and games. Murray says their research 
currently appears to indicate that over the course of a 
single football season the players do not experience any 
adverse effects of the repetitive head impacts.
The concussion team’s research has resulted in 
publications, grant funding, international invited lectures 
and national awards. Murray says their “ultimate goal is to 
map the longitudinal impact of the visual and motor system 
post-concussion. By doing this we can hopefully then 
develop rehabilitation modalities that can aid in returning an 
individual with a concussion back to play/life/job in a more 
efficient and safe manner.”
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R E S E A R C H  &  C R E A T I V I T Y
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 
More than 100 students participated in the annual CEIT 
Student Research Symposium this spring. The symposium 
is an opportunity to showcase ongoing research efforts to 
invited engineering and IT professionals as well as Georgia 
Southern students and faculty. Students submitted at 
least 83 posters for presentations this year. The research 
interests cover almost 20 areas, including alternative 
energy, autonomous vehicles, data management, 
cybersecurity, micro and nano grids, infrastructure and 
biomedical engineering.
College of Business Administration
OUTSTANDING DISSERTATION AWARD 
Brian Dowis, Ph.D., assistant professor of accounting, 
received the Outstanding Dissertation Award from 
the American Accounting Association Gender Issues 
and Work-Life Balance Section. The award included a 
plaque and a $1,000 cash prize, which was presented 
to Dowis at the Section’s annual business meeting 
in New York City. Dowis is being recognized for his 
exceptional contribution to scholarly research via 
his dissertation titled, “An Empirical Examination of 
Gender, Political Affiliation, and Family Composition 
Issues Affecting Reasonable Compensation in Closely 
Held Corporations.”
College of Health and Human Sciences
NEW COMMUNITY OUTREACH GRANT 
The School of Health and Kinesiology’s Sport and 
Exercise Psychology program received a community 
outreach grant from the Association of Applied Sport 
Psychology in the amount of $4,583 to fund the 
project “Beyond the Playing Field: The Implementation 
and Evaluation of a Sport-Based, Positive Youth 
Development Program for At-Risk Youth.” Five graduate 
students, Mindy Scott, Kelley Catenacci, Kylie Phillips, 
Kendra Grant and Meghan Kupiec developed the grant 
to support the development and implementation of a 
sport-based life skills program for underserved youth 
at the Boys and Girls Club in Statesboro. The project 
is under the direction and supervision of associate 
professor Brandonn Harris, Ph.D.
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health 
MAINTAINING ACCESS 
Since 2015, faculty from the Georgia Southern Jiann-
Ping Hsu College of Public Health have been awarded 
three grants totaling $810,000 to study Georgia’s 
rural hospitals financial and operational sustainability. 
The FLEX Financial and Operational Improvement 
Grant (2016-18) brings together researchers from the 
College of Public Health and the College of Business 
Administration to help improve the performance of 
Georgia’s rural Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs). In the 
last six years, 72 rural hospitals have closed nationwide. 
Georgia is one of the hardest hit states, with five rural 
hospitals closing since 2012. Four of these five were 
CAHs, which serve as lifelines for patients who need 
health care. CAHs are characterized as being the smallest 
of hospitals, yet serve the greatest of needs within 
Georgia’s statewide rural landscape.
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College of Science and Mathematics
CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR RECEIVES 
NASA GRANT 
Professor Ryan C. Fortenberry, Ph.D., in the 
Department of Chemistry has been selected for research 
funding from NASA. The award supports NASA missions, 
including the James Webb Space Telescope and the 
Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy. 
His co-principal investigator on the research project 
is Professor Joshua P. Layfield, Ph.D., of St. Thomas 
University in Minnesota. Their proposal, titled, 
“Development of a Reparametrized Semi-Empirical Force 
Field to Compute the Rovibrational Structure of Large 
PAHs” will provide benchmarked data for the infrared 
spectra of large, amorphous molecules.
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
PROFESSOR WINS BOOK AWARD
CLASS faculty member and Department of History 
Professor, Michelle Haberland, Ph.D., received the Southern 
Historical Association’s H. L. Mitchell Award for her latest 
book, Striking Beauties: Women Apparel Workers in the U.S. 
South, 1930–2000. The award recognizes the best book 
published on the southern working class. The professor’s 
book examines the apparel industry’s impact on gender 
transformation in the garment industry and the industry’s 
great expansion in the South in the 1930s, to the demise of 
its southern branch at the end of the 20th century.
College of Education
PROFESSOR COLLABORATES WITH 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
Amanda Glaze, Ph.D., an assistant professor in the 
College of Education, is serving as a co-investigator 
on a grant the Smithsonian Institution has received 
from the National Science Foundation (NSF). In mid-
September, Glaze was informed that the team’s grant 
was fully funded in the amount of $1,083,000 over 
the next five years. It is the second grant in a series 
that began with a three-year NSF grant to develop 
teaching modules for AP biology students. The grant, 
titled, “Learning Evolution through Human Examples,” 
focuses on the redesign of the early AP teaching 
modules for use in general high school biology 
courses to encourage and support the teaching of 
human and non-human evolution in the curriculum. 
The program also provides culturally responsive 
teaching strategies (CRS) for broaching topics that 
are deemed “controversial” in the public arena. The 
piloting of the curriculum will take place in Alabama.  
If effective, the CRS and the evolution modules will 
be made available at no charge for classroom teachers 
through the Smithsonian Institution’s Human Origins 
Program website. Since teachers in Georgia face many 
of the same challenges as those faced by Alabama 
educators, this curriculum and CRS will provide 
access to programs and support that are relevant and 
meaningful to their unique experiences.
Smithsonian 
Institution
A T H L E T I C S
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ON OUR TURF
Georgia Southern to host 2017  
Sun Belt Baseball Championship  
at J.I. Clements Stadium
The top 10 teams in the Sun Belt 
Conference will travel to J.I. Clements 
Stadium in Statesboro to decide the 
winner of the 2017 Sun Belt Baseball 
Championship, May 23-28.
This is the first time the Eagles have 
hosted the Championship, winning the 
bid in only their third year of Conference 
play. Head Coach Rodney Hennon says 
Athletics Director Tom Kleinlein “went 
to work from day one” to host the 
Championship, and says the event will 
benefit more than the baseball program.
“It’s a great opportunity for our 
program to be able to host, but not only 
that, I think it’s a great way to showcase 
the University and the community,” said 
Hennon. “And aside from just the baseball 
part of it, the impact that it will make on 
the community for that week.
“I mean, you’re talking 10 teams coming 
in, filling up hotels, people shopping, 
spending money at restaurants. I think 
it’ll make a real impact on Statesboro and 
the surrounding area.”
J.I. Clements Stadium and Jack Stallings 
Field received a makeover for the 
tournament — projects that were pushed 
ahead of schedule due to Hurricane 
Matthew, which hit Statesboro in October. 
Tropical storm-force winds snapped 
the three concrete poles that supported 
the batter’s eye in center field, which 
destroyed part of the fencing when the 
poles collapsed.
“So that got things rolling a little bit 
quicker,” said Hennon.
Renovations include the replacement 
of new synthetic turf in the bullpen 
areas and foul territory, the relocation 
of the Athletic Training Room to field 
level, and new carpet and paint in the 
Champion’s Room.
The most notable renovations, 
however, include a new SportsEdge 
Champion outfield wall with a 25-foot-
high “Blue Monster” in right field. The 
wall includes a built-in vintage manual 
scoreboard, which Hennon says gives 
the park a unique feature among 
college venues. Upgrades include a 
new Daktronics LED video board with 
high-end graphics, and a new sound 
system that Hennon says will add to the 
atmosphere of an already exciting venue.
“We’ve always gotten really good 
support from our fans,” he said. “We’re 
regularly top 40 in attendance, which I 
think is a credit to our fans. I think this is 
just going to add another gear to what we 
can do on game days.”
The Championship promises to be an 
exciting showdown in an increasingly 
competitive league. This year, Coastal 
Carolina University, the reigning NCAA 
baseball national champions, joined the 
Sun Belt, allowing the Conference to split 
into six-team east and west divisions, 
broadening the field in the Championship.
“It’s a really good baseball league,” 
said Hennon. “There’s some depth to this 
league. I think we have the opportunity 
to be a top five or six conference in the 
country.”
Georgia Southern has qualified for the 
Sun Belt Championship every year since 
joining the Conference in 2015. Last year, 
the Eagles made it to the final round, 
where they lost to Louisiana-Lafayette in 
the Championship game. 
They’ll be avenging that loss at home 
this year.
“I think it always helps when you can 
play at home,” said Hennon. “So just from 
a competitive standpoint you always like 
to be able to play at home, on our field, 
and definitely in front of our fans. That’s a 
definite plus.” — doy cave
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“You always like to be able to
play at home, on our field, 
and definitely in front of our fans.” 
— Coach Hennon
A T H L E T I C S
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MAXIMIZING 
POTENTIAL
With the help of the Eagle Nation,  
student-athletes excel in the classroom
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ATH LETI C S AT G EO RG IA 
SO UTH E R N U N IVE R S IT Y  provides 
nearly 400 student-athletes who play in 
one of the 17 Division-I varsity programs 
with not only the opportunity to earn a 
college education but to also grow as an 
individual, give back to the community 
and positively represent the University 
for a lifetime. 
With some of the highest grade point 
averages in the history of Georgia 
Southern athletics, students have found a 
way to balance playbooks and textbooks. 
Their academic accomplishments have 
gained nationwide recognition and were 
recently honored by the Golf Coaches 
Association of America, Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association, College Sports 
Information Directors of America, 
National Soccer Coaches Association of 
America, College Swimming and Diving 
Coaches Association of America and 
Women’s Golf Coaches Association.
However, these honors aren’t possible 
without scholarships. To ensure the 
successful trend and to maximize 
student-athletes’ potential, the Athletic 
Foundation has introduced two new 
initiatives, the Champion Society and 
True Blue 120. 
The Champion Society is the Eagle 
Fund’s highest giving level. As a five-year 
commitment, members of the Champion 
Society have pledged a minimum of 
$50,000 to the annual fund. To celebrate 
their dedication to the athletics program, 
members receive a tailored Champion 
Society jacket. With five members the 
inaugural year, the Society grew to 15 
members in 2016 and already has new 
members committed for 2017.
While giving to the highest level isn’t a 
viable option for everyone, the Foundation 
introduced True Blue 120 to raise 
awareness of the Eagle Fund. True Blue 120 
encourages current members to continue 
their commitment or give the gift of the 
Eagle Fund and invites new members to 
invest in the future of student-athletes by 
giving a minimum of $120 a year.  
LE AR N M O R E AB O UT H OW 
G IVI N G TO TH E FO U N DATI O N 
I M PAC TS TH E LIVE S O F 
STU D E NT-ATH LETE S , 
visit GSEagles.com/Foundation 
and sign up to be an Eagle Insider at 
GSEagles.com/Insider.
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MEN’S SOCCER
The Georgia Southern men's soccer team 
defeated long-time rival Appalachian State 3-1 in 
the last regular-season game, claiming a share of 
the regular season Sun Belt Conference title. “We 
haven't taken anything for granted all year,” said 
Head Coach John Murphy. “I think our record over 
the season shows that we were amongst the best 
teams in the conference and I think it's a great 
credit to our players and our coaching staff.”
The team ended the year 3-1-1 in Sun Belt 
Conference action, marking the best league record 
for the Eagles in a decade. They tied with Coastal 
Carolina atop the standings with 10 points each 
and identical 3-1-1 league records. It is the first 
conference title for the men's soccer program. 
Five Georgia Southern men's soccer players were 
named to the National Soccer Coaches Association 
of America (NSCAA) Scholar All-South Region 
teams. Adam Abdellaoui, Torgeir Fjaer and Emil 
Laursen were all named to the first team with 
Thor Sveinbjornsson and Aidan Reising earning 
second-team honors. Student-athletes receiving 
Scholar All-Region recognition at the NCAA Division 
I level must have a 3.30 grade point average, start 
more than 50 percent of all games with significant 
contribution and be a junior or above in academic 
standing. The five student-athletes honored are the 
most by any program in the south region.
 
WOMEN’S RIFLE
Georgia Southern rifle capped the 2016-17 season 
by winning the Air Rifle Championship at the 
2017 Southern Conference Rifle Championships. 
The Eagles took the team title on the final day of 
competition. This is the first title for the Eagles, 
coming in its fourth season, and the program's first 
title in the Southern Conference. 
Last fall, Georgia Southern rifle hosted a home match 
for the first time in its history against Wofford The 
Eagles christened the Shooting Sports Education Center 
as Georgia Southern's home range.  "We were very 
excited to host our first home match," said Head Coach 
Jim Riggs. "And proud to show our unique sport to the 
Eagle Nation for the first time on home soil."
 
FOOTBALL
Younghoe Koo of Georgia Southern was named 
as one of three finalists for the 25th Lou Groza 
Collegiate Place-Kicker Award. Koo, a senior from 
Ridgewood, New Jersey, set the Georgia Southern 
record with 14 consecutive made field goals, a 
stretch snapped only by a missed 54-yard attempt 
going into halftime against Ole Miss, his only 
miss on the season, finishing 19-for- 20 for a 95.0 
percent accuracy rate that ranked third in the 
nation. The 19 total FGs ties the Eagles' all-time 
record, while his career 88.6 percent accuracy 
easily tops the school record books. Koo's season is 
highlighted by his 4-for-4 field goal performance 
against Arkansas State that included a season- and 
career-long 53 yarder.
Koo made five field goals of 40 yards or more 
during the 2016 season and has eight made field 
goals of 40 yards or longer for his career. He is the 
first Georgia Southern player to be a national finalist 
for an award since the Eagles joined the FBS in 2014.
"This a great honor to be recognized as a finalist 
for the Lou Groza Award with two other outstanding 
candidates," Koo said. "This honor is a reflection of 
our senior class and the strong bond we have and I'm 
honored to have represented Georgia Southern for 
the past four years."
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Georgia Southern redshirt senior Alex Beecher 
was named second-team All-Sun Belt for the 
second straight season. The libero ranked seventh 
in the country and first in the Sun Belt in total digs 
and is averaging 5.09 digs and 1.03 assists a set. 
She was named the Sun Belt Defensive Player of 
the Week twice in 2016.
Beecher broke her own school record for digs in 
a season with 616, passing the old record of 604 
set in 2012. She has recorded 20-plus digs in 14 
matches this season and 48 contests in her career. 
Already the school's all-time leader, she has 2,363 
digs for her career, 39 shy of moving into the top-25 
in NCAA history.
MEN'S AND WOMEN'S GOLF
The Georgia Southern men's golf team earned 
second place in the Schenkel Invitational in 
March at Forest Heights Country Club, besting the 
country’s No. 2-ranked team, Vanderbilt. No. 5 
Florida won the tournament by two strokes with NC 
State and Kentucky fourth and fifth, respectively. 
The field featured six top-50 teams and 10 top-100 
individuals. It was the Eagles' third top-3 finish at 
the Schenkel in the last five years.
The Georgia Southern women's golf team 
overcame an 11-stroke deficit and shot 296 in the 
final round to win the Spring Break Shootout in 
March at Lake Jovita Golf Club in Florida, the team’s 
first title in program history in just its second year 
of play. The Eagles' final round score was the lowest 
of the day by eight strokes. Georgia Southern 
ranked in the top 3 in par-3, par-4 and par-5 scoring 
this week, and the Eagles' 165 pars were the 
second-highest total. GS also ranked fourth with 29 
birdies on the week.
 
MEN'S BASKETBALL
The Georgia Southern men’s basketball team’s 
season highlights included an eight-game 
winning streak from Dec. 2-Jan. 23, its longest 
since the 2005-06 season, and the team’s RPI of 
122 is the second-highest in the last 27 seasons. 
The team played in the College Basketball 
Invitational hosting Utah Valley University. It 
was the seventh postseason bid for the men's 
basketball program in the Division I era and the 
first since the Eagles played in the 2006 NIT. 
Georgia Southern has never won a postseason 
game in the Division I era.
 
SWIMMING AND DIVING
Georgia Southern earned a fourth-place finish 
at the 2017 Coastal Collegiate Sports Association 
Championships with eight personal records and a 
new school record. Bre Stuart garnered a fourth-
place finish in the 200 Breaststroke. Kaylyn Thomas 
placed ninth in the 200 Butterfly, setting a new 
school record with a 2:03.60. "I am very proud of how 
our team performed overall this week,” said Head 
Coach Laura Thomas. “It's been a great first season 
for me. We have a young team, and we have grown a 
lot this year. I am looking forward to getting back to 
work so that next season will be even better."
A L U M N I
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An internship at Milliken & Company 
Longleaf Plant in Sylvania, Georgia, paid 
off for freshly minted college graduate 
Dominique Appling (’16). When he was a 
junior, the Georgia Southern chemistry 
major spent a year interning for the 
international textile and chemical 
manufacturer. After graduating, he was 
hired as a product process improvement 
specialist.
As an intern, Appling was not afraid to 
ask questions. Now that he has his first job 
in management, he is learning additional 
skills that will allow him to succeed in his 
career. In his new position he “analyzes 
and audits the machines and processes in 
my functional area to develop improve-
ments that will have a safety, environmen-
tal and or a cost savings benefit.”
Appling, 22, says the job has exceeded 
his expectations. “It is very challenging 
and rewarding,” he says. “I have the 
opportunity to make a difference in my 
departmental area through different 
process improvement projects as well as 
associate interactions.”
He credits faculty mentors for helping 
him chart his career path. “Dr. Don 
McLemore was my research professor,” he 
said. “Through him I learned a lot about 
industrial chemistry, and how to analyze 
different chemical processes and to think 
through and solve problems.”
Appling also acknowledged physical 
chemistry professor, Dr. Jim LoBue. “He 
is what I consider a true educator. He 
challenged me tremendously in his class 
while also doing everything that he could 
to make himself available to me and to 
ensure that I understood the material.”
Appling grew up in Griffin, Georgia, and 
always enjoyed his chemistry classes. He 
excelled in his math and science courses 
at Georgia Southern University and 
graduated with a 3.54 GPA. “The problem-
solving skills that I learned through 
my coursework really put me in a great 
position to work on finding solutions to 
problems on the job,” he said.
For students who want to carve out 
careers in his field, Appling noted it is 
imperative that they study hard and work 
diligently to maintain a solid GPA. “I would 
also encourage them to take as many 
courses as possible that are STEM related 
and focus on problem solving,” he advised.
Although it is early in his career, Appling 
plans to pursue a chemical engineering 
degree and work for Milliken as a process 
engineer. — sandra bennett
A GREAT
START
Alumnus lands  
position after  
year-long  
internship
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MAKING IT LEGAL
Alumna fulfills childhood dream
If there is one question attorney 
Allison Oasis Kahn (’98) has heard 
over and over again, it is this: Is there a 
special significance to the name “Oasis?” 
Her answer is not what you might think. 
“My grandfather arrived at Ellis Island as 
Harry Osais,” she says, “and disembarked 
as Harry Oasis.”
When she was growing up in 
Jacksonville, Florida, family and friends 
probably knew Kahn was destined for 
a legal career. She was just 8 years old 
when she discovered her interest in 
the law. “When I was that age, we had 
approximately five television channels,” 
she said. “I watched courtroom dramas 
presided over by pseudo-judges and was 
absolutely riveted.”
At Georgia Southern University, Kahn 
majored in English, was active in her 
sorority Zeta Tau Alpha and involved in 
the Student Government Association 
and the Model United Nations. 
American Literature, Poetry Writing 
and Art Appreciation were among her 
favorite classes. “Liberal arts education 
focuses on reading, writing and critical 
thinking,” she explained in an email. 
“Lawyers need all those components to 
be effective.”
ALU M NA MAK E S GOO D  
A S AT TO R N EY
After graduating from law school, Kahn 
clerked for an appellate judge where 
she got a “crash course on how courts 
work behind the scenes.”  Today, she is a 
member of The Florida Bar, an Attorney 
Member of the Florida Bar Grievance 
Committee, an expert in employment and 
labor law, and a shareholder at Carlton 
Fields in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
Her job, she says, is challenging and 
rewarding. “I love taking depositions, 
analyzing the law, writing briefs, and 
arguing in court. I have made meaningful 
friendships with other lawyers in my firm 
and in the community too.  It’s a nice perk 
that I learn something new every day.”
In her practice, she defends employers 
in discrimination, retaliation and wage 
and hour matters in state and federal 
court. “One day, I may be negotiating 
with the U.S. Department of Labor over 
an interpretation of a regulation, and the 
next day, I may be counseling an employer 
on rights or responsibilities in the 
employment relationship,” Kahn explains.
The expert in labor law understands 
what it means for companies that offer 
internships, and for students who 
want to connect what they learn in the 
classroom with real world experience.  
“There are many employers who 
have internship programs to be good 
corporate citizens,” she says. “They 
want to train and educate students. …
The best internships give training and 
constructive feedback in the intern’s 
area of study, which is an enormous 
benefit to the student’s education.  
Employers, can and sometimes do, get 
some benefit from the unpaid work 
performed by interns, but the primary 
benefit should go to the student.”
F I N D I N G BAL AN C E
The Georgia Southern alumna with 
a demanding career is also a devoted 
wife and mother of three who has 
figured out how to prioritize work and 
family. “Coffee, technology and family 
support are all essentials,” she says. Her 
hobbies are limited to what she considers 
“exciting things like walking the aisles 
of the grocery store all by myself.” In her 
downtime she loves “to bike ride with my 
kids, have date night with my husband, 
hang out with friends and family or even 





writing and critical 
thinking. Lawyers  
need all those 
components to  
be effective.”
—Allison Oasis Kahn
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Everything’s coming up roses for recent graduate (’16) Mindy 
Lord. The winner of Best Pitch in the 2015 Eagle FastPitch com-
petition is the sole owner of a floral design business and flower 
farm. Think of the business reality show “Shark Tank” when you 
think of Eagle FastPitch. The University competition connects 
promising entrepreneurs with community resources to help 
them start or grow existing businesses.
Lord was one of 12 finalists who each had three minutes each 
to pitch their business venture or idea to a panel of judges that 
included academics, business professionals and community 
leaders. The competition was held before a large crowd at the 
Whitaker Black Box Theater in downtown Statesboro.
Lord impressed the panel with her presentation and passion 
for her sustainable flower farm and floral design company. Her 
company, Luella, specializes in weddings and events. She grew 
up in Dudley, Georgia, and sells her fresh cut, locally grown flow-
ers at farmers’ markets in the neighboring town of Dublin.
FLORAL DESIGNER DRAWS INSPIRATION  
FROM HER SOUTHERN ROOTS
Lord’s interest in flowers stems “from being raised in the 
countryside and living an old-fashioned way of life gathering 
homegrown vegetables and flowers from our gardens.” Her busi-
ness represents an eco-friendly and well-rounded floral design 
company she says.
“What makes my story different is that many of the supplies 
I use — whether a flower grown in my garden or a feather shed 
from our farm birds — celebrate a story with my end-user. They 
make you literally ‘stop and smell the roses.’ Just as the garden 
and flower farming bring personal fulfillment and a deeper ap-
preciation for the land, my sustainable practices offer a safer, 
healthier and a more eco-friendly product to my customers.”
The new alumna is keeping busy planning for 16 weddings 
she has booked this year. The general studies major with an 
emphasis in entrepreneurship and business management also 
opened a full-service florist shop last fall. 
FastPitch is sponsored by the University’s College of Business 
and the City Campus Business Innovation Group. Ryan Tewks-
bury finished the competition in second place with his Help Me 
Park app and Christophe Chin placed third for the video produc-
tion company, sCotoma.  — sandra bennett
FLOWER POWER  
Contest promotes entrepreneurship to students
“My sustainable practices 
offer a safer, healthier 
and a more eco-friendly 
product to my customers.”
— Mindy Lord
A L U M N I
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M EET 
ROBERT MEGUIAR
Longtime Eagle fabricates 
career change with IKEA
For two decades, Robert Meguiar (‘95) has been a familiar face 
around Georgia Southern. First, he was a student in the early '90s 
and then an employee for 18 years. For 10 years, Meguiar hosted 
the annual Homecoming Parade, and has played Santa Claus 
since 2009 when the figure was first introduced to the Lighting of 
Sweetheart Circle. Most recently, the training coordinator worked 
in the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs and Enroll-
ment Management. A few months ago, he embarked on a new 
adventure with IKEA.
Major:  Communication Arts with an 
emphasis in Theatre 
Hometown: Reidsville, Georgia 
Years of employment at  
Georgia Southern: 18
Current Position: I am the Information 
and Communications Specialist for the 
IKEA Savannah Distribution Center. I am 
focused on ensuring our co-workers are 
connected to the IKEA vision, culture and 
values. It is my job to maintain engage-
ment and motivation, to strengthen con-
nections and create brand ambassadors in 
all of our co-workers.
Why did you make the shift to IKEA? 
Around two years ago I did some research 
into IKEA for a special project. IKEA im-
pressed me with their values and unique 
work environment. In many ways, their 
values reflected the nurturing and sup-
portive environment I experienced over 
the years in Georgia Southern’s Division 
of Student Affairs and Enrollment Man-
agement. Believe me, it was not an easy 
decision. I had a very difficult time leaving 
behind my Eagle family.  However, I have 
not regretted the move at all.  IKEA has 
made me feel so welcome.
What has been the most challenging 
aspect of this new endeavor? Learn-
ing the language of IKEA and distribution. 
Besides being a Swedish company, IKEA 
has its own unique business language. 
Although challenging, it has also been 
fascinating. I have enjoyed the chance to 
delve into a whole new industry.
What has been the most rewarding 
aspect of this new endeavor? Tak-
ing every opportunity to speak with the 
co-workers.  IKEA Savannah has around 
151 co-workers on staff.  I have enjoyed 
the chance to hear their stories and to 
know my involvement is opening up new 
avenues to communication. Togetherness 
is the first IKEA value and one that aligns 
strongly to my own personal values.
What do you miss most about Geor-
gia Southern? After 18 years (23 if you 
add my undergraduate years), the one 
constant that made Georgia Southern 
such an amazing place to work, is its peo-
ple. Not a day goes by that I don’t think 
of the people who have touched my life 
and whose lives I have been fortunate to 
help develop.
How has Georgia Southern influence 
what you are doing now? Over the 
years I have had so many great mentors 
and role models, not to mention the many 
years of experience and developmental 
opportunities. I guess to sum it up, Geor-
gia Southern welcomed me as a student 
in 1990 and never stopped allowing my 
creativity and communications presence 
to grow. If there was ever an analogy of 
an eagle taking flight, then that would be 
the best answer to this question.  
Hobbies: Anyone who knows me knows 
I am a big Superman fan. When I can find 
a cool collectible with a big ‘S’ shield on 
it, I am a happy man. I am a big movie 
buff, enjoy spending time with friends 
and family, and when time and schedule 
allows, I also enjoy taking to the stage. 
Most recently, the spotlight hobby has 
been running. Thanks to that pastime 
and a better focus on healthy eating, I 
was able to lose 160 pounds and put my 
life on a new track. As the Olympic run-
ner Frank Shorter once said, “Be willing 
to move forward and find out what hap-
pens next.”
  
I N C HAR AC TE R
Meguiar entertained guests at the 
Lighting of Sweetheart Circle in 2015 
when he played Santa Claus.
A L U M N I
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
ALUMNA OF THE YEAR
TERESA A. MACCARTNEY
Teresa MacCartney has served as Chief Financial 
Officer for the State of Georgia and Director of the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (OPB) since 
her appointment by Gov. Nathan Deal in 2012.
She began her career in the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Budget (OPB), later becoming the 
Senior Policy Advisor for budget and governmental 
affairs at the Georgia Student Finance Commission. 
In 2005, MacCartney returned to OPB as Director of 
the Education Division and was promoted to Deputy 
Director in 2010.
MacCartney serves as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors of the OneGeorgia Authority, Vice Chair of 
the Georgia Higher Education Facilities Authority 
Board and is on the Board of Directors of the Georgia 
Lottery Corporation and Georgia Higher Education 
Savings Plan. She is a member of the Georgia State 
Road and Tollway Authority Board, State Depository 
Board, Employee Benefits Plan Council, National 
Association of State Budget Officers’ Executive 
Committee and Georgia ABLE Program Corporation 
Board. She also sits on the Board of Trustees of the 
Leadership Georgia Foundation.
She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
mathematics and a Master of Public Administration 
degree from Georgia Southern.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR 
IN PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
MIKE R. DAVIS
Mike Davis serves as executive director and CEO 
of the U.S. Golfing Association — the seventh in the 
organization’s 121-year history.
Davis is the senior staff member of the USGA, 
responsible for managing all aspects of the 
Association’s day-to-day operations, including 
core functions, essential programs and human 
and financial resources. Working closely with 
the USGA president and Executive Committee, 
Davis provides overall strategic guidance, serves 
as spokesperson with internal stakeholders and 
external constituencies, and represents the USGA’s 
interests within the golf community, courses and 
clubs, state and regional golf associations, the media, 
and national and international golf associations.
He is also a board member of the International Golf 
Federation, the World Golf Foundation, Official World 
Golf Rankings, the World Golf Hall of Fame, and the 
Captains Club.
Davis graduated from Georgia Southern University 
in 1988 with a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree and was a member of the University golf 
team and Sigma Chi fraternity.
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
MAJOR GENERAL LESLIE C. SMITH
Maj. Gen. Leslie C. Smith serves as the Deputy 
Inspector General, Office of the Secretary of the Army.
Smith’s previous assignment was the Commanding 
General of the United States Army Maneuver Support 
Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard Wood. 
Smith received his commission from Georgia 
Southern University in 1983 as a Field Artillery 
Officer. In 1985, he graduated from the University 
with a bachelor’s degree in accounting as a 
distinguished military graduate and entered the Army 
as a Chemical Officer.
His awards and decorations include the 
Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal and Joint Service 
Achievement Medal.
Smith also holds a Master of Science degree in 
administration from Central Michigan University and 
a Master of Arts degree in national security strategy 
from the National Defense University.
COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES
MYCHAEL KNIGHT
Since his successful run on the hit TV show 
“Project Runway,” Mychael Knight has been excelling 
in the fashion industry.
In addition to being sought after for his design 
aesthetic and fashion styling from celebrities such 
2017 Alumni Award Honorees
TH E ALU M N I A S SOCIATI O N ’ S B I E N N IAL ALU M N I 
AWAR DS PR E S E NTATI O N WA S H E LD AT A LU N C H EO N 
O N MARC H 2 5.  TH E ALU M N I A S SOCIATI O N HA S 
S PO N SO R E D TH E AWAR DS S I N C E 1969 TO R ECO G N IZ E 
TH E O UTSTAN D I N G S E RVI C E AN D AC H I EVE M E NTS 
O F G EO RG IA SO UTH E R N ALU M N I .  TH E FO LLOWI N G 
ALU M N I AR E R ECI PI E NTS O F TH E 2 017 AWAR DS :
Pictured front (l to r) Cartee, Rainge, Rustin, Wiley, Davis, McMurry; back (l to r) Mikell, MacCartney, 
Smith, Knight
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as Khloe Kardashian, Jagged Edge, 112, 
Jennifer Hudson, Tarji P. Henson and Toni 
Braxton, his designs have been displayed 
in a variety of print publications including 
The Atlantan, Elle, Essence, Marie Claire, 
Ebony, Black Enterprise YRB, and The 
New York Times.
His design and creative direction has 
also been sought from corporations 
including Starbucks, Louis Glick, Nike, and 
Coca-Cola.
Knight earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in fashion merchandising and 
apparel design in 2001.
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
ROBERT (BOB) MIKELL, ESQ.
Bob Mikell is an attorney with Brown 
Rountree PC in Statesboro.
Mikell serves as Second-Vice Chair of the 
Statesboro-Bulloch Chamber of Commerce, 
on the Board of Directors of the Georgia 
Southern University Alumni Association, 
and President of Habitat for Humanity 
of Bulloch County. He is a past chair of 
the Downtown Statesboro Development 
Authority and past president of the 
Bulloch County Bar Association.
From its inception, he has led the 
Statesboro YMCA Steering Committee, 
which has successfully chartered the 
Statesboro Branch of the YMCA of 
Coastal Georgia. He is a member of the 
South Main Revitalization Committee 
working to improve the “Blue Mile” 
corridor between Downtown Statesboro 
and the campus of Georgia Southern. 
Mikell was one of three presenters in 
Durham, North Carolina, in the America’s 
Best Communities competition in which 
Statesboro advanced to the top eight in 
the competition with a chance to win $3 
million for the Blue Mile. 
A summa cum laude graduate of 
Georgia Southern, Bob Mikell completed 
the Bell Honors Program majoring in 
history with a minor in Spanish. He later 
graduated cum laude from the University 
of Georgia School of Law.
JIANN-PING HSU 
 COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
CHRIS RUSTIN
Chris Rustin is a professor of public 
health at Georgia Southern who 
previously served as the Director of the 
Environmental Health Section for the 
Georgia Department of Public Health. 
He was responsible for supervision 
and statewide oversight of food safety, 
land use, public swimming pool, spa 
and recreational water park safety, 
tattoo safety, tourist and lodging safety, 
chemical hazards, indoor tanning 
safety, healthy homes/lead poisoning 
prevention, entomology and surveillance, 
and environmental health emergency 
preparedness programs.
Rustin managed and oversaw a staff of 
430 environmental health professionals 
at the state, district and county health 
department levels.
In addition to a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology, he holds a master’s in 
safety and environmental compliance, 
and a Doctorate of Public Health with an 
emphasis in community health.
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
DAWN H. CARTEE
After serving nine years as president of 
Ogeechee Technical College, Dawn Cartee 
became director of the University of 
Georgia Center for Continuing Education 
& Hotel in 2016. 
She oversees a 300,000-square-foot 
facility that includes meeting rooms, 
auditoriums, offices, two restaurants, 
banquet services and a 200-room hotel. 
The center hosts more than 1,700 
events each year, drawing about 95,000 
participants. She manages a staff of 400 
and an annual budget of $23 million.
She was named Business Leader of the 
Year by the Statesboro-Bulloch Chamber 
of Commerce in 2011 and a Deen Day 
Smith Service to Mankind winner in 2010. 
She is a previous College of Education 
Alumna of the Year.
Cartee earned her doctorate in 
educational administration, an education 
specialist degree, a Master of Education 
and Bachelor of Business Administration, 
all from Georgia Southern.
ALLEN E. PAULSON  
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING  
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
RUSSELL R. MCMURRY, PE
Russell McMurry serves as 
commissioner of the Georgia Department 
of Transportation, a $3.6 billion, 4,000 
employee state agency responsible 
for planning, designing, constructing, 
maintaining and operating Georgia’s 
state-owned transportation system. 
Georgia has the 10th largest 
transportation system in the country.
He began his career with the 
Department in 1990 as an engineering 
trainee and has served in a variety of 
roles that include Construction Project 
Manager, District Engineer, Director of 
Engineering and Chief Engineer.
He graduated cum laude from Georgia 
Southern and is a registered professional 
engineer in the state of Georgia.
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
DR. LOUVENIA A. RAINGE
Louvenia A. Rainge has crafted 
a successful career in the dental 
profession, including being named an 
Honorable Fellow of the Georgia Dental 
Association and a Fellow of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy and the American 
College of Dentists.
She has earned the Eastern District 
Dental Society President’s Award; the 
Georgia Dental Association Committee 
Award, Council on Dental Health; the 
Augusta Dental Society President’s 
Award, and the Dental College of Georgia 
Distinguished Alumna Award.
After earning her bachelor’s degree 
in biology from Georgia Southern in 
1983, Rainge completed the Harvard 
University Pre-dentistry Health 
Professions Program and graduated from 
the Dental College of Georgia.
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
EUGENE (NICK) WILEY
Nick Wiley is executive director of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.
He rose through the ranks from a 
Wildlife Resource Biologist to his current 
position and serves as President of the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
and Executive Director of the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
A certified wildlife biologist, his work 
has been published in journals including 
Journal of Wildlife Management and 
Conservation Biology.
Wiley is chair of the College of Science 
and Mathematics Advisory Board, a 
National Conservation Leadership 
Institute Fellow, a member of the Boone 
and Crockett Club, a member of the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Council, 
and served on the State and Federal Joint 
Task Force on Endangered Species Act 
Implementation.
He earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology from Georgia Southern 
in 1983 and a Master of Science degree 
in wildlife management from Auburn 
University in 1986.
A L U M N I
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Joanna Archer Webster (’75) who 
writes under the pen name, Lee St. John, 
has published the third book in her She’s 
A Keeper series. Her humorous books 
focus on stories from her personal and 
professional experiences. The book is 
available on Amazon.com
G. David Williamson (’78), senior 
science adviser at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), has 
been elected as a vice president of the 
American Statistical Association.
Joseph Barrow Jr., Ed.D.,  (’80) was 
named Georgia’s Superintendent of the 
Year for 2017. The Georgia School Boards 
Association made the announcement at 
its annual conference. Barrow is serving 
his fourth year as superintendent of 
Fayette County Public Schools. 
Dr. Louvenia Rainge (’83) was named 
The Dental College of Georgia’s 2016 
Distinguished Alumna. She earned 
a bachelor’s in biology as a Georgia 
Southern undergraduate and practices 
general dentistry in Augusta, Georgia.
Jenny Gentry (’81) has joined Ameris 
Bank as market president for the Greater 
Savannah area. She oversees all core 
banking activities throughout Savannah 
and the surrounding areas.
Dawn Hall Cartee (’90, ’98, ’05), former 
president of Ogeechee Technical College 
in Statesboro, was named director of 
the University of Georgia Center for 
Continuing Education. 
Patrick Brodmann (’99) is now a 
commercial banker at Ameris Bank in 
Savannah. He has been with the bank 
for more than five years and focuses on 
further developing commercial banking 
relationships through the growth of 
business deposits and loans. 
Lindsay Graham Bridges (’07) has 
been promoted to vice president, 
communications and member services 
at Georgia Electric Membership Corp. 
(EMC). Georgia EMC is a statewide 
trade association representing 41 
EMCs, Oglethorpe Power Corp, Georgia 
Transmission Corp and Georgia System 
Operations Corp.
Raygan Evans (’01) has been promoted 
from senior manager to partner at 
Bennett Thrasher, Atlanta’s eighth largest 
accounting firm. Evans coordinates tax 
consulting and compliance services to 
closely held corporations, partnerships 
and individuals.
Channie Frazier (’07) was named 
Georgia’s Pre-K Teacher of the Year for 
2016-2017. Frazier has been the lead 
pre-kindergarten teacher at Kids World 
Learning Center in Statesboro since 2007. 
Georgia First Lady Sandra Deal was at 
the private day care center when Bright 
from the Start: Georgia Department of 
Early Care and Learning (DECAL) made 
the announcement. DECAL honored two 
teachers — one from a private childcare 
center and the other from a public 
school system. Frazier is serving as an 
ambassador around the state for Georgia’s 
Pre-K program, making presentations, 
attending meetings and modeling 
effective classroom practices. 
 
Edgar Smith (’01) was recognized 
by Super Lawyers as a 2016 Georgia 
Rising Star. He is an attorney with 
HunterMaclean, a leading business 
law firm with offices in Savannah and 
Brunswick. Super Lawyers, is a rating 
service that identifies lawyers who have 
achieved distinction in the practice of law. 
Roy “Casey” Washburn III (’00) was 
promoted to senior vice president of 
Exchange Bank in Milledgeville, Georgia. 
Shaunté Francois (’15) designed 
the 2016 Governor’s Award for the 
Arts and Humanities. The sculptures 
were handcrafted using copper 
and bronze metal, and mounted on 
mahogany wood bases. The lotus 
flower, representing the power and 
beauty of nature, symbolically rises 
above the stylized city silhouette. 
Francois collaborated with Professor 
Christina Lemon, art facilities 
technician Jason McCoy, art student 
Madeline Shelor and other Betty Foy 
Sanders Department of Art students 
to produce the lovely awards. 
Georgia Southern supporter and 
Statesboro native Betty Foy Sanders 
was among the 12 recipients of the 
award. The former Georgia first lady 
has generously contributed to the 
University through scholarships and 
donations of her own artwork. She 
also established a permanent exhibit 
on the Georgia Southern featuring 
the works of Georgia artists.
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S U P P O R T
IN ABBIE'S HONOR
The Abbie Lorene Deloach Foundation established
The memory of Abbie 
DeLoach (at right) is 
honored by her father, 
Jimmy (center) and 
sister Anna (at left).
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Abbie DeLoach was one of five Georgia Southern nursing 
students who died in 2015 when a semi-trailer crashed into their 
vehicles on I-16 west of Savannah. Abbie’s father, Jimmy DeLoach, 
Jr. is a University MBA alumnus and former Eagles coach. Through 
a foundation established in Abbie’s honor, he has created three 
scholarship funds at Georgia Southern and has made major gifts to 
his church and other organizations.
Assistant coach and recruiting coordinator Jimmy DeLoach 
had been on the road, pushing hard to lock down Georgia 
Southern’s 1987 class of football players, but on this day back 
on campus he strode into the legendary Erk Russell’s office.
“I called him up on a Thursday and told him I needed to talk 
to him when I got back to Statesboro. He said, ‘Come on in and 
we’ll sit down and talk.’ I went to his office and I said, ‘Coach, you 
won’t believe this, but I’m going to leave coaching because God is 
moving me in another direction.’ He said, ‘Well, coach, what are 
you going to do … cut grass for a living?’
“I said, ‘Yeah.’”
Within weeks, DeLoach joined his brother, Eddie, and Eddie’s 
company, TideWater Landscape Management. “I went with him 
in `87 and I haven’t looked back,” said DeLoach who serves 
as TideWater’s vice president. Now the TideWater Group, has 
become a multi-service company that is not only responsible 
for green spaces, but designs and builds landscapes, maintains 
parking lots, and installs holiday décor for towns and businesses 
in seven states.
When DeLoach left Georgia Southern, Coach Russell told 
him that if there was anything he could do, he’d be glad to 
help. “He really meant that,” said DeLoach, who saw Russell 
frequently helping others. “He had a rare ability to teach, to give 
and to unify young men who were from diverse backgrounds,” 
DeLoach said. “Every year he had the capacity to bring them to a 
goal. That’s what I took away from him to the business world.”
DeLoach said he and Eddie, who now serves as mayor of 
Savannah, always had a dream of working from the east coast 
to the west coast. “It’s hard to believe,” he said, “but you can 
actually make that statement today because all the way from 
Virginia to New Mexico, TideWater is working every day.”
One crucial attribute of the company is its commitment to 
employees beyond a paycheck. “We try to provide our guys with 
some kind of educational backgrounds. That’s what we do every 
day because those guys need the same opportunity that you 
and I have had to support their families,” explained DeLoach. 
“That’s what my dad taught me, and Coach Russell gave me that 
team concept that the group is always bigger than individuals.”
DeLoach has made it his personal commitment to help 
aspiring students reach their potential with the establishment 
of scholarships in honor of his late daughter Abbie. He recalled 
an incident 30 years before Abbie’s tragic death that factored 
into his decision to create the awards.
While serving as a student assistant coach at Gainesville 
High School, he developed a relationship with two brothers, 
Sammy and Lamar Williams. Sammy, the younger brother, 
drowned while swimming with friends before he could return to 
Mississippi State for football camp.
That was 1984. DeLoach joined Erk Russell’s staff as a 
graduate assistant at Georgia Southern that year. “I happened 
to remember that when Georgia Southern started recruiting 
kids. I remembered the environment that those two kids lived 
in and that the only escape they had was an education through 
athletics,” said DeLoach. “I’m talking about doghouse hard — 
just very hard. The only thing they had was their willingness 
to get out and claw and fight and do whatever it took to have 
that opportunity.
“I remembered that and I thought, ‘If I ever get in a position 
where I can help someone become better today than they were 
yesterday, I’m going to do that.’ When Abbie died, I thought 
about that family and their sacrifice to get their children to a 
point of being successful only to have one of them taken away. 
It reminded me so much of Abbie, just how something can be 
snatched from you,” he said.
Even today, he said, “I look at the people that I see on a daily 
basis knowing that they might not be here in a day or an hour. 
It really gives you a sense of the value of people and the value 
of organizations and the value of relationships and the value of 
education.”
A 2012 graduate of Savannah Christian Preparatory School, 
Abbie was an excellent student and standout athlete, lettering 
in basketball, volleyball and track. At the time of her death, she 
was a junior nursing major at Georgia Southern, a member of 
Kappa Delta Sorority and an intramural champion.
Through DeLoach’s efforts, the Abbie Lorene DeLoach 
Foundation was established to honor Abbie and provide 
philanthropic support to help improve lives and through them, 
families and communities. Last December, the Foundation 
created three scholarship funds at Georgia Southern: the Abbie 
Lorene DeLoach Memorial Nursing/Kappa Delta Scholarship, 
the Tidewater Landscape Management Male Scholar Athlete 
Scholarship, and the Abbie Lorene DeLoach Female Athletic 
Scholarship.
The annual awards will begin this fall and support a 
University nursing student, a male scholar-athlete and a female 
scholar-athlete.
DeLoach wants the scholarships to help ensure sound futures 
for promising young people and, in turn, allow them to provide for 
their own families later in life. DeLoach’s other daughter, Anna, is 
a junior at the University of Georgia and holds a 3.85 grade point 
average. “She can be anything she wants to be,” DeLoach said. 
“Abbie was that way, too. Abbie could have been anything she 
wanted to be because people at Savannah Christian took their 
time and made sure my girls were successful. That’s the same 
thing Coach Russell did and the same thing Georgia Southern did 
when I was there for my master’s.
“The professors took their time to make sure when you left 
Georgia Southern you were prepared to be one of the best 
professionals that you could possibly be. And that’s priceless, 
because everything starts with a good paycheck and an 
education is just a springboard to that.” — david thompson
S U P P O R T
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CARING  
COMMITMENT
Pioneering nurse’s family  
honors her with scholarship
KATHRYN OLLIFF’S APPROACH 
TO LIFE  is like one of her trademark 
needlework pieces — vibrant in color, 
intricate in detail and imbued with happi-
ness, hope or comfort — lovingly created 
to be given away. 
The war years were hard times for her 
family in Baxley, Georgia. “I didn’t get to go 
to college, so I took a business course, and I 
was sitting in Baxley keeping books for an 
automobile parts place,” Kathryn said.
It was then that she heard about a 
federal program to attract young women 
to careers in nursing. 
“A friend came to me and said there was 
a nursing program in Atlanta and they pay 
you to go there,” she explained. “This was 
in 1944. So when I called my parents I still 
remember my mother being worried, but, 
my father said, ‘Go for it, girl!’”
She didn’t know it then, but she was 
to ride atop a wave of pioneering, highly-
trained nurses who would change the 
profession. “The government, during 
the war, realized how much was needed 
for war nurses’ training,” said Kathryn’s 
daughter Claire. “If you applied for it, they 
would fund these students and so schools 
started training programs.”
After graduation, Kathryn settled 
in Statesboro and took on a variety 
of assignments in the years that 
followed from the operating room to 
neonatal unit, private duty home care to 
physician’s office.
Along the way she met and married her 
husband, Ed, with whom she shared her 
life for 51 years. “It was great growing up 
with a mother who was a nurse because 
she never panicked,” said Claire. “My father 
was healthy for a long time, but when he 
was not, she was wonderful to him. For 
five years he was very ill and she nursed 
him and had that patience and those skills 
and that was wonderful to watch.”
Today, she generously volunteers her 
time for causes that enhance the lives of 
others: the Boys and Girls Club, the Averitt 
Center for the Arts, the Statesboro-Bulloch 
Chamber of Commerce, the Spade and 
Trowel Garden Club, local schools, and her 
church, among others.
Recently, Claire and her husband, Ben, 
began to think about what her mother 
might like for a birthday present. “Turning 
90 is kind of a milestone birthday for 
anybody,” said Claire. “What would we 
want to get her for a 90th birthday? I think 
what is needed is to do for somebody else.”
They chose to make a six-figure 
total gift across 10 years to Georgia 
Southern’s School of Nursing that the 
School will distribute to students as 
needs arise. Kathryn could not have been 
more pleased.
Georgia’s lottery-funded HOPE 
scholarship covers tuition, but not 
books, meals, housing or other 
expenses. “With the high costs of books, 
living and travel expenses, many HOPE 
scholars still need financial support to 
help them through a rigorous nurse’s 
education,” said Claire. “I have heard 
it can sometimes mean the difference 
between staying in school or not.”
In the end, said Claire, “The University 
has been very connected to our family and 
there’s a nursing school here — and Mother 
has always said nursing changed her life.”
The Bowens’ gift in Kathryn’s honor 
will change the lives of future nurses, and 
ultimately, those of their patients.
"Mother has always said nursing 
changed her life." — Claire Bowen
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UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION NEWS
Foundation Hosts Annual 1906 Event
The Georgia Southern University Foundation welcomed its 1906 Annual Giving 
Society members to campus with an event at the Bishop Alumni Center.
More than 300 guests shared the evening while being treated to heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and dancing to music by Rhythm Nation.
Membership into the 1906 Annual Giving Society is based on annual gifts of 
$1,200 or more made during the fiscal accounting period July 1- June 30. 
The need for annual support is essential as Georgia Southern continues to grow.  
Annual funds support programs and initiatives such as the marching band, botanic 
garden, student scholarships and other areas of need.
New Initiative 
Launched
Have you supported the Georgia 
Southern Foundation for two or more 
consecutive years?





a new initiative created to formally 
recognize donors who have given for 
two or more consecutive fiscal years to 
any program on campus.
“This special group of givers is 
the bedrock of our Annual Giving 
program,” said Gloria Goosby, director 
of annual giving. “Consistent giving 
is important because it allows the 
programs they support to effectively 
plan for the future. Georgia Southern 
Loyal is not about how much you give, 
but about the fact that we can count 
on you year after year.”
Consecutive year donors are 
automatically inducted and will 
remain members each year that they 
make a gift. At present more than 
56 percent of givers are counted as 
Georgia Southern Loyal. 
 “Every gift, no matter the size, makes 
an impact on the University’s ability 
to provide students with a quality 
academic experience,” said Goosby.
Society Members Gather  
Over Tuscan Cuisine
A joint gathering of Marvin Pittman 
Society and Soaring Eagles Legacy 
Society members celebrated a 
Southern Night in Tuscany as donors 
were honored for their support of the 
University. A cocktail reception was 
followed by dinner with a multi-course 
culinary demonstration of Tuscan 
cuisine. New inductees to both groups 
were introduced along with those 
whose Pittman Society designations 
were heightened in the past year. 
The event was hosted by Savannah 
television personality Jesse Blanco.
The Soaring Eagles Legacy Society 
is the Georgia Southern University 
Foundation’s giving designation for 
those who have chosen to leave a gift 
to the University through a bequest. 
Marvin Pittman Society membership 
is extended to contributors who have 
accumulated lifetime giving of $25,000 
or more to Georgia Southern.
I N  M E M O R I A M
1940s
Donald A. Coleman 
(’48), a Statesboro 
resident, died May 
30, 2016, at age 91. 
The Georgia Southern 
Registrar Emeritus and 
Director of Admissions 
Emeritus was a World 
War II veteran and a 
founding member of 
the Georgia Southern 
University Foundation.
Dr. Albert Howard 
(’49) died June 11, 
2016, in hospice care in 
Statesboro at age 88. He 
completed his residency 
in anesthesiology and 
through the years 
practiced in Augusta, 
Georgia, North Carolina 
and Savannah.
Margaret Warren 
Reeves (’48) of 
Waycross, Georgia, 
died Oct. 1, 2016. The 
90-year-old was a 
longtime educator 
in Ware and Pierce 
counties.
1950s
Owen L. Bruce (’52) of 
White Oak, Georgia, died 
Nov. 20, 2015, at age 86. 
He retired from Robins 
Air Force Base after 
a 33-year career as a 
statistician.
Jan Epps Turner (’58) 
of New Providence, New 
Jersey, passed away Jan. 
4, 2016.  The retired 
educator was 81.
Joseph C. Sullivan (’59) 
of McDonough, Georgia, 
died Jan. 18, 2016. He 
retired from Atlanta 
Gas Light Company and 
owned a construction 
company.
Harold A. Mills (’51) of 
Toomsboro, Georgia, died 
Jan. 21, 2016. He served 20 
years as the superintendent 
of public schools in 
Wilkinson County.
Gloria Brooks (’53) died 
at her home in  
 
Greenville, South 
Carolina, on Jan. 23, 
2016. She was a retired 
teacher.
Herbert E. Houston 
(’58) of Gainesville, 
Georgia, died at home 
March 10, 2016. He was 
a retired teacher and 
principal.
Dorothy C. Spence (’53) 
of Leesburg, Florida, died 
July 21, 2016, in hospice 
care.
Shirley Roundtree 
Reid (’56) of 
Swainsboro, Georgia, 
died July 1, 2016. 
She was a teacher in 
Swainsboro, Auburn, 
Alabama and LaGrange, 
Georgia.
Mary Hendrix Clark 
(’59) died at her Liberty 
County, Georgia, home 
Aug. 8, 2016, at age 89. 
She was a teacher in 
the Savannah-Chatham 
County Public School 
System for 33 years.
James Mincey Sr. (’50) 
of Portal, Georgia, died 
Sept. 3, 2016. His 35-
year career in education 
included teaching, 
coaching and counseling 
in Charlton County, 
Georgia.
Jacquelyn Knight 
Roach Horne (’51, ’67) 
died Oct. 15, 2016, in 
Savannah. The 85-year-
old was a high school 
teacher, a vocational 
office training teacher 
and the founder of a 
real estate school in 
Savannah.
Walton Ewing Burns 
(’52, ’81), age, 83, died 
Oct. 29, 2016, at her 
home in Rincon, Georgia. 
She was a longtime 
educator in Effingham 
County and a founding 
member and president of 
the Rincon Jaycettes.
Martha Jenkins Quick 
(’55) passed away Nov. 
20, 2016, at age 90 in 
Statesboro. She was an 
English teacher at Portal 
High School for many 
years.
Virginia Godwin (’59) 
of Valdosta, Georgia, 
passed away Dec. 2, 
2016, in hospice care. 
She retired as secretary 




died Dec. 22, 2016, in 
Waycross, Georgia. She 
was a teacher in the 
city’s public schools.
Paul Bailey (’58, ’63) 
passed away Jan. 11, 
2017, in suburban 
Atlanta. He retired as a 
guidance counselor at 
Bremen High School.
Jean Watson Harper 
(’56) of Tupelo, 
Mississippi, died Jan. 22, 
2017, in hospice care in 
Houston, Texas. She was 
a retired teacher.
1960s
James “Jim” Fallaw 
Sr. (’65) died at home in 
Albany, Georgia, Nov. 17, 
2015. He was a retired 
insurance agent.
Shirley Grimes Hagins 
(’64) died in Augusta, 
Georgia, Nov. 25, 2015. 
She was a retiree of 
Gracewood State School 
and Hospital.
James Niblett (’60), of 
Winder, Georgia, died 
Dec. 8, 2015, at age 81. 
The retired educator was 
also a veteran of the U.S. 
Army.
Calvin A. 
Middlebrooks (’68) of 
Perry, Georgia, passed 
away Dec. 10, 2015. 
The U.S. Army Reserves 
paratrooper had a 36-
year career with Georgia 
Power Company.
Carl T.  Hunter (’63) of 
Statesboro died at his 
home Dec. 14, 2015. For 
40 years, he was the 
accountant/comptroller 
for a car dealership.
Francis M. Craine 
(’65) of Laurens, South 
Carolina, passed away 
Dec. 20, 2015. The 
89-year-old career 
educator was a World 
War II veteran and the 
recipient of a Purple 
Heart and Bronze Star.
Andrew R. Dasher 
(’66) of Vidalia, Georgia, 
died Jan. 2, 2016. He was 
a high school grammar 
and English Literature 
teacher.
William Earl Yielding 
(’68) of McMinn County, 
Tennessee, died 
suddenly Jan. 9, 2016. 
He was a manufacturing 
engineer.
Mary Groover 
Demmond (’61, ’63), 
a lifelong resident of 
Statesboro, died Jan. 
12, 2016. The retired 
teacher was a charter 
member of the Archibald 
Bulloch Chapter of the 
DAR.
Mary Jo Dyson Neville 
(’69, ’76) of Statesboro 
died Jan. 16, 2016.  
She taught at Portal 
Elementary School.
Dawne Shaw Watson 
(’68) succumbed to early 
onset Alzheimer’s on Jan. 
24, 2016, at age 67. She 
was the office manager 
for a funeral home in 
Perry, Georgia, for more 
than 30 years.
Larry C. Stokes Sr. (’60) 
passed away Jan. 31, 
2016, in Macon, Georgia. 
He was a teacher in 
Walker County, Georgia, 
for 30 years.
Mack Blanchard (’62), 
a resident of Columbia, 
South Carolina, died at 
home on Feb. 18, 2016. 
The homebuilder was 
a founding elder of St. 
Andrews Presbyterian 
Church. 
The Rev. Billy Ring 
(’65) of Waycross, 
Georgia, died March 20, 
2016, in hospice care. 
The retired educator also 
served 60 years in the 
Church of the Nazarene.
Patricia Griffin 
Scoggins (’66) died 
March 25, 2016, in 
Macon, Georgia. The 
educator met her 
husband of more than 
50 years when they 
were Georgia Southern 
students.
Winton DeLoach (’64) 
died April 1, 2016, in 
Statesboro. The lifelong 
resident of Bulloch 
County had a long career 
with First Bulloch Bank.
Joe Lindsey (’60) 
passed away April 19, 
2016, at his home in 
Lenox, Georgia. The 
retired farmer served 
during the Vietnam War 
and retired from the U.S. 
Air Force with the rank 
of major.
Jane Youmans Moody 
(’60) of Jesup, Georgia, 
died April 20, 2016, 
at age 89. She taught 
school in Wayne County 
for 31 years.
Cynthia Johnston 
Anderson (’64) of 
Statesboro died May 
24, 2016. The lifelong 
Bulloch County resident 
was a school guidance 
counselor and an active 
community volunteer.
Thomas W. Copeland 
(’68) of Clinton, South 
Carolina, died May 29, 
2016 in hospice care. 
He served in the U.S. 
Army for five years and 
eventually purchased his 
own business. 
Jason Jarrard (’67) 
of Augusta, Georgia 
died June 6, 2016. He 
was the principal of an 
elementary school in 
neighboring Hephzibah 
for many years.
Bonnie Clarke Jarrard 
(’64) of Newnan, 
Georgia, succumbed 
to complications of 
a cerebral aneurysm 
on June 26, 2016.  
She taught school in 
Augusta, Savannah and 
the Atlanta area.
Emily Strange (’68) 
of Johnson Creek, 
Wisconsin, died July 12, 
2016. She is remembered 
for her service as an 
American Red Cross 
Donut Dollie during the 
war in Vietnam.
Wanda Price (’67) 
of Tunkhannock, 
Pennsylvania, died July 
21, 2016, after a battle 
with cancer.
Nancy Davis 
Herrington (’69) who 
taught for many years 
in Chatham County, 
Georgia, died July 24, 
2016. She became 
an antique dealer in 
retirement.
Pate Lowery (’69) 
died Aug. 17, 2016, in 
hospice care in Waycross, 
Georgia. He was a former 
executive director of 
a community action 
agency that helped 
struggling families.
John Waters (’64, ’69) 
of Athens, Georgia, 
died August 31, 2016. 
He was a head high 
school football coach 
and athletics director for 
many years in the Clarke 
County school district. In 
2007, he was inducted 
into the Athens Athletic 
Hall of Fame.
William (Bill) Suggs 
III (’67) of Hayesville, 
North Carolina, died 
in a car accident while 
driving to Montana Sept. 
11, 2016. The retired U.S. 
Army officer was fluent 
in several languages and 
specialized in Mandarin 
Chinese. 
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Jacquelyn Knight 
Roach Horne (’51, ’67) 
died Oct. 15, 2016, in 
Savannah. The 85-year-
old was a high school 
teacher, a vocational 
office training teacher 
and the founder of a 




died Oct. 21, 2015, in 
Ludowici, Georgia. She 
spent most of her career 
working as a teacher, 
counselor and principal 
in Liberty County, 
Georgia.
Tommie Tyler (’64) 
died suddenly Oct. 24, 
2016, at his home in 
Savannah. He was a fair 
management expert 
and a retired U.S. Navy 
Civil Engineering Corps. 
officer.
Ereline Rocker 
Hartley (’65), a lifelong 
resident of Candler 
County, Georgia, died 
Nov. 6, 2016 at age 87. 
She taught math in 
Candler and Emanuel 
counties for 33 years.
Ralph Macauley 
Andrews (’66) died at 
his Statesboro home Nov. 
21, 2016. The U.S. Army 
veteran was the founder 
of Andrews Klean Korner 
dry cleaners.
Leeroy Purcell (’62) of 
Glennville, Georgia, died 
at home Dec. 9, 2016. 
The Korean War veteran 
retired from the Georgia 
National Guard. He was 
a teacher in Tattnall 
County.
R. Jerry Smith (’68) of 
Leesburg, Florida, passed 
Dec. 31, 2016. He was 
a longtime educator, 
serving in Florida 
public schools and a 
community college.
Jack Stewart (’65) of 
Fortson, Georgia, died 
Jan. 18, 2017 at age 80. 
He was a professor of 
education at Columbus 
State University.
Margaret Hagin 
Prosser (’61) of 
Statesboro died Jan. 20, 
2017. She was a teacher 
in Bulloch County for 34 
years.
Dessey Kuhlke (’63) 
passed away on Jan. 25, 
2017, in his hometown 
of Augusta, Georgia. 
He rose through the 
ranks to become the 
chief operating officer of 
Kuhlke Properties.
1970s
Connie Lord Davis (’73) 
of Augusta, Georgia, died 
Nov. 30, 2015. She was a 
retired human resources 
director for the Columbia 
County School System.
John Nunnally Sr. (’70) 
died Dec. 5, 2015, at age 
89. The retired educator 
taught in schools in the 
Atlanta area for more 
than 40 years.
Charles Coleman III 
(’79) passed away Dec. 
10, 2015, at home in 
Jacksonville, Florida.
John D. Russell (’76) of 
Bonaire, Georgia, died 
Jan. 7, 2016. The U.S. Air 
Force veteran retired 
from Robins Air Force 
Base.
Jack A. Harris (’79) of 
Savannah and Hilton 
Head died Feb. 6, 2016, 
after an extended 
illness. He was a 
commercial real estate 
broker.
Patrick S. Rising (’77) 
of Peachtree Corners, 
Georgia, died March 2, 
2016.
Dennis Mowery (’76) 
of Venice, Florida, died 
March 4, 2016.
Charles Richard Barr 
Jr. (’75) died March 20, 
2016, in hospice care in 
Statesboro. As enterprise 
director at First District 
RESA, he assisted public 
schools in 17 counties 
with bulk purchases.
Lt. Col. Phillip Bell (’75) 
of Stilson, Georgia, died 
in hospice care April 29, 
2016. He served with 
the U.S. Marine Corps 
and retired from the U.S. 
Army Reserve in 1996.
Cynthia Mims (’78) of 
Maui, Hawaii, died May 
14, 2016, after a battle 
with cancer. Raised in 
Savannah, she had a 38-
year career in the hotel/
resort industry.
Debra Holder Dukes 
(’75) of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and Rome, 
Georgia, died May 
15, 2016. She was a 
manager of behavioral 
health for Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of 
Tennessee.
Alan Millar (’75) of 
Savannah passed 
away May 30, 2016. 
He worked in electrical 
sales at WESCO for more 
than 30 years.
Vera Mae Childers (’76) 
died in hospice care in 
Statesboro June 6, 2016. 
She worked with the 
Fulton County Georgia 
Sheriff’s Department.
Betty Jackson 
Collins (’78) died at 
her childhood home 
in Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, June 18, 2016. 
She was a former 
director of the Wheeler 
County Department of 
Family and Children’s 
Services.
Louis L. Foster (’74), 
a resident of Cochran, 
Georgia, died June 
25, 2016. He was a 
professional musician 
and the band director at 
several schools in middle 
Georgia.
Joseph R. Ray (’75) of 
Fletcher, North Carolina, 
died at home June 25, 
2016. He was employed 
as an accountant in 
Savannah for many 
years.
Katharine Howard 
Holding (’75) passed 
June 26, 2016, at a North 
Carolina hospice center. 
The Black Mountain 
resident was an 
addictions therapist at 
Ridgeview Institute.
Kathleen Mock 
Harvey (’71) passed 
away at her Nevils, 
Georgia, home, July 28, 
2016. She was a retired 
high school English 
teacher.
Sheryl “Sherry” Hall 
Baxley (’77) lost her 
battle to cancer Aug. 17, 
2016, at her daughter’s 
home in Savannah. 
The Augusta, Georgia, 
resident was employed 
in the medical billing 
industry.
William Willingham 
Jr. (’76), a retired U.S. 
Navy commander, died 
Aug. 26. 2016, in Macon, 
Georgia. The veteran of 
three wars served his 
last tour of duty at the 
Pentagon.
David Beck (’71) 
of Salisbury, North 
Carolina, died Sept. 7, 
2016. The U.S. Army war 
veteran was a medic in 
Vietnam from 1969 to 
1971 and a special needs 
teacher for 40 years.
Carol Culp Pelt (’71) 
of Matthews, North 
Carolina, died Sept. 8, 
2016. She retired as 
a daycare licensing 
consultant for the state 
of North Carolina.
William Shelton Smith 
of Wetumpka, Alabama, 
(’70) passed away Sept. 
19, 2016. He served 
six years in the U.S. Air 
Force and was a city 
manager in various cities 
in the Southeast.
George Smith (’75) of 
West Columbia, South 
Carolina, died Sept. 26, 
2016. For many years, he 
was employed at the Wil 
Lou Gray Opportunity 
School, which 
specialized in helping 
at-risk students.
Gerald Williams (’77) 
died Oct. 15, 2016, in 
a Greensboro, North 
Carolina, hospital.
Katrena Nesmith 
Wilson (’74) died Oct. 
24, 2016 in Statesboro 
after a brief illness. 
The 98-year-old was a 
retired teacher.
Jens Larsen Jr. (’74) of 
Cochran, Georgia, passed 
Oct. 26, 2016. He worked 
for the state agriculture 
department for 34 years.
Anthony Mann (’72, 
’94, ’00) of Statesboro 
died of pneumonia Dec. 
9, 2016, while visiting 
relatives in Columbia, 
Maryland. He worked 
as an artist, building 
furniture, custom 
cabinets and remodeling 
houses.
Ann Nevil Knowles 
(’71) died at home in 
Chapin, South Carolina, 
Dec. 16, 2016. She was 
84.
Rachel Rawls Davis 
(’72) was surrounded 
by family when she 
died Jan. 8, 2017, in 
Savannah. She was an 
administrator in the 
Chatham County Public 
School Systems.
Albert Martin (’76) 
passed away Jan. 17, 
2017, in Greensboro, 
Georgia. He was a retired 
Oglethorpe County High 
School teacher.
Antoinette McRae 
Frink(’73, ’76)  of 
Jonesboro, Georgia, 
passed away Jan. 21, 
2017. She was a former 
special education 
teacher and former car 
dealership owner.
James Anthony Epley 
(’76) died Jan. 26, 2017, 
in Jacksonville, Florida. 
He was a retired AT&T 
employee.
Doris E. Lynch (’73) 
died at her Savannah 
home Jan. 28, 2017. 
The educator helped 
establish the Exceptional 
Children’s Program in 
the Chatham County 
Public Schools.
Virginia Anderson 
(’70) of Asheville, North 
Carolina, died Jan. 30, 




Packard (’86) of 
Florence, South Carolina, 
fought a courageous 
battle with breast cancer 
before her death Oct. 18, 
2015. She was a teacher 
for 36 years.
Calvin Coolidge 
Williams (’82) of Portal, 
Georgia, died Jan. 31, 
2016, in Savannah. 
He earned his Georgia 
Southern degree at age 
52.
Grant Preston 
Hendricks (’81) died 
Feb. 12, 2016, in hospice 
care in Statesboro. The 
Metter, Georgia, resident 
was an insurance 
industry executive.
Javad Abolghassem 
(’83, ’95) of Martinez, 
Georgia, died March 3, 
2016, following a brief 
illness. The native of 
Tehran, Iran, was an 
instructor and program 
coordinator at Aiken 
Technical College.
Lisa Capers Sheetz 
(’82) passed away March 
20, 2016, at her home 
in Augusta, Georgia. She 
worked several years as 
a systems analyst.
 
I N  M E M O R I A M
Ellen Martin Lane 
(’89) of Jesup, Georgia, 
died March 20, 2016, 
after battling ALS. She 
was a former legal 
assistant.
Marsha Donaldson 
(’80) of Rock Hill, 
South Carolina, lost her 
battle to cancer March 
31, 2016. The retired 
educator was interred 
in her hometown of 
Twin City, Georgia.
Betty Marshall (’84) 
passed away April 
27, 2016, in Augusta, 
Georgia. She served as 
a guidance counselor 
for the U.S. Army’s 
education division at 
Fort Gordon.
Nancy Turner Dunn 
(’80) of Statesboro 
died May 10, 2016, in 
hospice care. She was a 
veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force.
Cynthia Brunson 
(’86, ’09) died in 
Savannah May 25, 
2016, after a brief 
illness. She was an 
information analyst 
at Georgia Southern 
University.
Janine Deal (’83), a 
lifelong resident of 
Bulloch County, died 
June 19, 2016, after a 
brief illness. She was a 
teacher in Jenkins and 
Bulloch counties for 
more than 20 years.
Joy Meeks Coleman 
(’82, ’86) died in 
hospice care June 23, 
2014, at age 53. She 
was a beloved educator 
in her hometown of 
Swainsboro, Georgia.
Robert Reps (’83) 
of Union County, 
North Carolina, died 
unexpectedly July 12, 





(’86) of Dunwoody, 
Georgia, passed away 
Aug. 13, 2016. He was 
an executive in medical 
laboratory services 
and was buried with 
military and masonic 
honors.
Elijah McGraw (’81), 
a lifelong resident of 
Savannah died Sept. 
5, 2016. He was a 
retired educator and an 
inductee of the Greater 
Savannah Athletic Hall 
of Fame.  
James Salinski (’88) 
died Sept. 9, 2013, 
in Statesboro. He 
owned an auto repair 
shop and worked as a 
millwright.
Lawrence “Laddy” 
Jacobs Jr. (’87) of 
south Georgia, died 
unexpectedly at home 
Sept. 16, 2016. He 
operated the shellfish 
division of Jacobs 




of Statesboro passed 
away Oct. 29, 2016. 
The yoga and 
meditation practitioner 
was a math teacher in 
Jenkins County for 25 
years.
Jamie Jobe (’80) of 
Savannah died Nov. 
2, 2016, at Candler 
Hospital after a long 
illness. She retired 
from Georgia Regional 
Hospital after 30 years 
of service.
Brent Anton Norris 
(’80) of Warner Robins, 
Georgia, died Nov. 22, 
2016. He worked with 
special needs students 
at the Roosevelt Warm 
Springs Institute for 
many years.
Rebecca Woods (’81) 
of Portal, Georgia, 
died Jan. 7, 2017, at 
her home. She was a 
longtime educator.
1990s
Brent Cribb (’96), 
a former school 
headmaster in 
Waynesboro, Georgia, 
died in a car accident 
March 17, 2015.
Jonathan Dunn (’95) 
of St. Petersburg, 
Florida, passed away 
suddenly Sept. 26, 
2015. He served in 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
Reserves for eight 
years and operated his 
own logistics firm.
Rev. Terry Hunter 
(’95) of Douglasville, 
Georgia, had a fatal 
heart attack Feb. 4, 
2016. He was the 
senior pastor at 
Bright Star United 
Methodist Church in 
Douglasville.
Darren Maples (’93) 
of Albany, Georgia, 
died March 4, 2016, 
from heart failure 
following a tonic-clonic 
seizure. He was a 
technician at Procter 
& Gamble and served 
in the Georgia Army 
National Guard.
Pat McCoy (’95) 
of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, passed away 
March 12, 2016. She 
obtained a degree in 
biology from Georgia 
Southern after several 
years of military 
service.
Stephen Monday 
(’90) died in Warner 
Robins, Georgia, April 
26, 2016. He was 
the principal of his 
hometown high school.
Carole Thomas 
Walters (’93) passed 
away May 2, 2016, in 
Watkinsville, Georgia. 
She worked for the 
Coastal Area Teacher 
Education Service and 
for the Professional 
Association of Georgia 
Educators.
Susan Casey (’92) 
was surrounded by 
family when she 
died at a hospital in 
Columbus, Georgia, 
May 9, 2016. She was 
a claims research and 
resolution analyst.
Ruby Ashley (’93, 
’08) of Swainsboro, 
Georgia, died June 
5, 2016. She was a 
Georgia Southern 
project coordinator for 
Project SENSE for 23 
years.
James Bartlett Jr. 
(’95) of Hiram, Georgia, 
passed away June 6, 
2016. He was a police 
officer in the Atlanta 
area and worked as 
an investigator for the 
Fulton County Medical 
Examiner’s Office.
Elizabeth Best 
Lane (’91) lost her 
battle with cancer 
July 7, 2016. She was 
a pharmaceutical 
representative and the 
owner of Small Cakes 
in Savannah.
Ashley Taylor (’93) 
of Suwanee, Georgia, 
passed on July 15, 
2016. She was a 
teacher.
Jeremy Smith (’96), 
a lifelong resident of 
Evans, Georgia, died 
July 24, 2016.
Alan Dorsey (’93) 
died Oct. 4, 2016, at 
his home in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, after 
a four-year battle 
with cancer. He was 
employed by Cisco 
Systems.
Pamela Parker (’94) 
of Savannah lost her 
life in an accident Oct. 
8, 2016, in Greenwood, 
South Carolina. She 
was a banker and 
community leader in 
her hometown.
Charles Brownlee 
(’90) of Dublin, 
Georgia, died Oct. 9, 
2016. He was a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran.
Maudestine Beamon 
Jones (’95) died Nov. 
6, 2016, in Savannah 
at age 80. She was a 
longtime educator.
2000s
Jason Edwards (’06), 
a lifelong resident of 
Savannah, died Feb. 7, 
2016. He was 34.
James McWatty 
III (’02) of Augusta, 
Georgia passed Feb. 12, 
2016. He was 38.
Regina Jacobs (’11), 
a native of Columbus, 
Georgia, died in 
Orlando, Florida, Feb. 
15, 2016. She was an 
electrical engineer for 
Lockheed Martin.
Shana Unterreiner 
Carnes (’04) of 
Statesboro, died March 
20, 2016, at the Mayo 
Clinic in Jacksonville, 
Florida. The registered 
nurse was an eight-
year veteran of the 
U.S. Army Reserves.
Justine Lavine 
Simmons (’14) passed 
away at her home 
in Claxton, Georgia, 
March 24, 2016. She 
was a graduate of 




(’08), a native of 
Augusta, Georgia, died 
March 31, 2016. He 
was employed by NCR 
Corporation in Atlanta.
Trip Mischel (’13) of 
Evans, Georgia, passed 
away April 11, 2016. 
The construction 
management major 
was employed by a 
property development 
company in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.
Tera Kudrasovs 




27, 2016. She was a 
mechanical engineer.
Patrick Garrett (’04, 
’06) died at home in 
Augusta, Georgia, June 
22, 2015.
Taylor Terrell (’13) 
fell to her death after 
being swept over a 
waterfall in North 
Carolina on July 21, 
2016. She was a 
television news anchor 
in Macon, Georgia.
Cherie Sayer (’06) 
was surrounded by 
family when she died 
of colon cancer July 
31, 2016. She was an 
artist and educator in 
New Zealand. Sayer 
earned a Master of 
Fine Arts at Georgia 
Southern and was an 
assistant professor in 
the Betty Foy Sanders 
Department of Art.
James Bentley III 
(’07) died July 31, 
2016 at his home in 
Tucker, Georgia. He 
taught digital media 
production in Atlanta.
Christina Futch (’02) 
of Pembroke, Georgia, 
passed Aug. 3, 2016. 
She was a pharmacist.
Matthew Muhmel 
(’04) of Twin City, 
Georgia, succumbed to 
pancreatic cancer Aug. 
7, 2016. He was the 
manager of George L. 
Smith State Park.
Vivian Smith (’13), 
passed away Aug. 24, 
2016, in Effingham 
County Hospital. 
She was a teacher in 
Chatham County.
Matthew Ward (’14) 
died Oct. 8, 2016, from 
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injuries sustained in 
an automobile accident 
during Hurricane 
Matthew when a tree 
fell onto his truck. 
He was married in 
an outdoor ceremony 
two weeks before his 
death.
Raja Andrews (’09) 
died Oct. 29, 2016, 
in a car accident in 
Swainsboro. The 
former Eagle football 
standout had returned 
to his hometown for 
his father’s funeral. He 
worked in the Dekalb 
County, Georgia, 
court system and was 
preparing to enter law 
school.
Christine Johnson 
(’10, ’11) of Marietta, 
Georgia, died Oct. 
29, 2016. She lived 
in Asheville, North 
Carolina, at the time of 
her passing.
Amanda Wilkinson 
Lowery (’02) of 
Eastman, Georgia, 
died Nov. 10, 2016, at 
a hospital in Macon. 
She was a physical 
therapist.
Mary Beth Twist 
(’15) who grew up in 
Athens, Georgia, died 
Nov. 28, 2016, from 
injuries sustained 
in a car accident in 
Jacksonville, Florida.
Corey Godfrey (’03) 
of Cartersville, Georgia, 
passed unexpectedly 
on Jan. 3, 2017.  He was 
a technology teacher, 
assistant principal and 





Willie Burden of 
Statesboro passed 
away Dec. 4, 2015, at 
an Atlanta hospital 
where he was waiting 
for a heart transplant. 
He was a football 
star at North Carolina 
State and a member 
of the Canadian 
Football League Hall 
of Fame.  He taught 
sport management at 
Georgia Southern.
Wayne Murphy 
Wayne Murphy of 
Savannah died Dec. 
24, 2015, in hospice 
care. He opened the 
first McDonald’s in 
Statesboro and was 
a major supporter of 
the Georgia Southern 
Athletic Foundation 
and the Georgia 
Southern University 
Foundation. He served 
on the committee that 
led to Erk Russell’s 
hiring as the football 
program’s first head 
coach. Murphy 
was named to the 
University’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2014.
Marjorie Brewer Bell
Professor Marjorie 
Bell died at age 96 
in Statesboro on 
Jan. 9, 2016. She 
held a position in 
the Department of 
Business and retired 
from Georgia Southern 
in 1979.
Curtis Frink 
Georgia Southern lost a 
familiar figure with the 
passing of Curtis Frink 
on Feb. 27, 2016. Many 
alumni may remember 
the retired dining hall 
manager as the man 
who taught every 
Georgia Southern 
president, from Zach 
Henderson to Brooks 
Keel, the proper way 
to slice watermelons 
during the traditional 
summer watermelon 
giveaway. Frink retired 
in 2004, but during his 
45 years of full-time 
service, he worked 
in the Landrum and 
Williams Center 
dining halls; first as 
a dishwasher, then 
a cook and finally as 
food service manager. 
Even after retirement, 
Frink returned to 
campus every summer 
to assist presidents 
with giving away free 
watermelon slices. In 
2012, he told Georgia 
Southern Magazine, 
the watermelon 
cuttings were among 
his favorite activities. 
“What I enjoyed most 
was seeing all the 
students come to 
me to get a slice of 
watermelon, year after 
year. They treated me 




Hu, an accomplished 
mathematician and 
dedicated teacher, 
died March 10, 2016, 
of a heart attack. He 
devoted almost 27 
years of service to 
the Department of 
Mathematical Sciences. 
He was recognized 
with the Georgia 
Southern University 
Award for Excellence 
in Research in 1994.
Jerry Wilson 
Professor Jerry 
Wilson died March 18, 
2016, at his home in 
Savannah. The U.S. 
Army veteran joined 
the Georgia Southern 
faculty in 1988. The 
marketing professor 




department. Two years 
before he died, Wilson 
served as the interim 
associate dean of the 





LaCerva died April 24, 
2016, in Bay St. Louis, 
Mississippi. She taught 
undergraduate and 
graduate courses in the 
Department of English 
and Philosophy. She 




Lawrence Huff died 
June 24, 2016, after 
complications due to a 
fall. He retired as head 
of the Department of 
English and Philosophy 




Robert Coston passed 
July 7, 2016, in 
Statesboro. He held 
many positions during 
his tenure at Georgia 
Southern, including, 
professor, head of 
the Department of 
Economics, associate 
dean of the School 
of Business and 




Nate Hirsch, the man 
known as the original 
“Voice of the Georgia 
Southern Eagles,” 
died Aug. 28, 2016, 
at his Statesboro 
home. The radio 
station owner was the 
University’s play-by-
play announcer for 
35 years, covering 
basketball, baseball 
and football. Hirsch 
is a member of the 
Georgia Southern Hall 
of Fame, the Georgia 
Radio Hall of Fame and 
the Statesboro High 
Hall of Fame. He told 
the Statesboro Herald 
his fondest memories 
included calling six 
football national titles 
and making two trips 
to the baseball College 
World Series and three 
trips to the NCAA’s 
March Madness men’s 
basketball tournament.
Hugh “Perk” Robins 
Hugh Robins is 
remembered as an 
instrumental figure 
in organizing Georgia 
Southern University’s 
development efforts. 
He died Sept. 1, 2016, 
after an extended 
illness. He was the 
vice president for 
development and 
university relations 
at UGA before moving 
to Statesboro to lead 
the University’s 
fundraising program. 
Robins was named 
to the All-Army 
basketball team 
while serving in 
the U.S. Army and 
played a year of 
professional baseball 




Emeritus Robert Dick 
died Sept. 8, 2016, 
after a short illness. 
He taught public 
administration and 
political science from 
1973 until retirement 
in 1992. Students 
may remember his 
pride in being able to 
name every U.S. vice 
president.
Martha Tootle Cain 
Professor Emerita 
Martha Cain (‘50) of 
Statesboro died Sept. 
16, 2016, at age 88. 
The retired chemistry 
professor was named 
Biology Alumna of 
the Year in 1981 and 
Alumna of the Year 
for the College of 
Education in 2013. Cain 
and her late husband, 
a Georgia Southern 




the Lee C. and Martha 





William Spieth of 
Statesboro died Dec. 12, 
2016, at age 88. The 
Korean War veteran was 
a health and physical 
education professor 
and academic advisor 
at Georgia Southern. 
During his time as head 
baseball coach, his team 
won two NAIA national 
championships. He was 
also the first coach of 
the women’s softball 
team.
John E. Averett 
Professor Emeritus of 
Biology John Averett 
passed away Jan. 
1, 2017, in Omaha, 
Nebraska. He came to 
Georgia Southern as 
chair of the Depart-
ment of Biology until 
he returned to research 
and the classroom in 
2002. His research 
specialty, in which he 
published prolifically, 
was plant systematics 
and evolutionary biol-
ogy. He came to Geor-
gia Southern during a 
period of tremendous 
growth and change 
and oversaw major 
changes to the cur-
riculum and increased 
departmental assets.
Nancy Harrill Barrett 
Professor Emerita 
Nancy Harrill Barrett  
(’58) died Jan. 11, 2017, 
in Salisbury, North 
Carolina. She was a 
faculty member in 
Georgia Southern’s 
Department of Foreign 
Languages.
Georgia Southern magazine 
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The Double Eagle Society is an incentive program and a joint 
initiative between the Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies 
and the Georgia Southern University Alumni Association. This 
initiative was created to recognize our alumni who have earned 
two or more degrees — one undergraduate and one graduate or 
two graduate — from Georgia Southern.
DOUBLE EAGLES ENJOY:
• Career advancement 
opportunities that come with 
earning a graduate degree
• Recognition at 
commencement ceremonies 
• A recognition pin to display 
your achievement and loyalty
• Invitations to elite 




Return and earn a graduate degree. 
Become a DOUBLE EAGLE . 
